
A theme around the Charism emerges, that of 
unity. A horizon mobilizes: reform and build an 
Assumptionist future, under the sign of the new 
wine.

The exercise is not obvious: that of projecting itself 
for the years to come. It has to take into account the 
common good; beyond known circles, and avoiding 
resorting to the recipes of yesteryear. The Chapter 
leans to exercise in all fields. It swings from the 
government of the Congregation to its financial and 
economic life. 

First, on Wednesday, the Assembly took the time to 
mark the event of the previous day: the re-election of 
the superior general, Fr. Benoit Grière. 

Here is the statement he made at the beginning of the 
work: “I would like to express my appreciation for the 
renewed confidence you have shown in entrusting me 
with a new mandate of 6 years. I am well aware that 
I am not a brother without shortcomings or defects. 
I give myself up to the grace of God so that He may 
make me a good instrument of his will in the service 
of the congregation and of the Church. But once 
the choice has been made, we must move forward 
together to meet the major challenges ahead. You 
know that I like St. Augustine’s reflection: “It is better 
for a lame man on the road than a runner out of the 
way.” The lame, it is I, it is we, it is the man who 
recognizes himself sinner and limited. He advances 
cahin-caha, but he’s on the way. And we know, the 
way, the truth, the life, it is Jesus Christ. The road we 
have to take together is the Gospel, good news for 
today. We have no other way to look for than this one. 
The path, like that of Emmaus, is an itinerary that one 
frequents with several. I know that it is with brothers, 
religious and lay people that I will continue to advance 
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day after day. I count on each one of you to help me 
walk the distance that leads us to the Kingdom. “

A practical exercise followed with the first exchange 
around the future government of the Congregation. 
This particularly concerns the general assistants and 
officers. “I can say that we lived a real fraternity:” 
shared the superior general before thanking each of 
his present assistants and officers in the Curia. “But 
today, we must look at the new wineskins capable of 
welcoming the new wine. This requires that we change 
profoundly.” He continued. “The service of the general 
government deserves to give it men of value ... Going 
beyond the logic of representativity as it has been 
implemented in recent years. It has lapsed, thanks 
to the establishment of the General plenary Council 
(CGP). It is no longer necessary to strike a balance of 
strict representation in the Ordinary General Council 
(OGC) which would take into account the province 
of origin, language or apostolic sensibility. From now 
on, this representativeness in the government is 
embodied in the CGP, which meets twice a year. This 
will be further enhanced if we welcome the vicars once 
a year. You have to have new skins and you have to 
change your mentality. Let’s go beyond the provincial 
logic ... We need to have men available to exercise 
government and leadership. We need bursars. But 
the effort will also go in the direction of specialized 
studies corresponding to the apostolic priorities of 
the congregation: Education, the Media, Ecumenism, 
Islamology and interreligious dialogue, theological 
and philosophical sciences “. The Superior General 
has also indicated some benchmarks and profiles of 
posts for the constitution of the new team of the Curia: 
desire to keep Assistants tried and competent; the 
desire to have men ready to work without delay for 
the congregation; continue the work of rationalization 
in the economic field; the arrival of two or three new 
assistants to quickly introduce them to the function. 
If we advise on the appointment of an international 
secretary for training, the number of Assistants could 
then be 4. The discernment of the assembly will do its 
work in the days to come.

After the mid-morning 
break, work continued with 
an initial review of the paper 
“Our Priority Missions” presented 
by Fr. Miguel Diaz Ayllon (North 
America-Philippines). The afternoon 
was devoted to the synthesis of the 
Finance Committee, leaving the language 
groups to speak. The economic capacity of 
the Congregation is limited. Arbitration will 
be indispensable to avoid a Congregation 
at several speeds. Need for medium-term 
financing plans.

After a pause, the second subject of the 
afternoon touched on the statutes and more 
particularly the vow known as ‘vow Anastasio’, 
from the name of the person who formulated it. 
The debate is about whether it is appropriate 
to remain in the present situation where the 
Treasurer is attending or if it is necessary 
to return to the previous situation where the 
Treasurer is not an assistant.

F. Robert Migliorini. aa
Contacts: robert.migliorini@assomption.org

The professional team of the Valpré conference 
center who provides the chapter members with a 
pleasant framework for working 



Received 
in the mail
P. Albert Emasintsoa (Province 
of Madagascar)
The re-election of Superior General 
does not surprise me much. This is based 
on his spirit of simplicity, humility, service 
and especially his love for the Assumption. It 
is for us to support him by acts and prayer”.

Sr. Claire Rabitz (Oblate of the Assumption)
Really a big thank you for these chronicles of 
the General Chapter that make us share in the 
life of the Assumption which is so dear to us, 
thanks to our common founder. Sincerely,

P. Daniel Gillier, (Plovdiv)
May the Holy Spirit guide these works to the 
end and help us all to welcome the ever new 
wine of Christ to share it generously around 
us.

The chapter 
on good voices:
The echoes of the 
capitulates

Father Luiz Gonzaga DA SILVA 
(Province of Brazil).

“I live a time of grace, discovery 
and hope, experiencing new 
realities in terms of brotherhood, 
liturgy and linguistic exchanges:” 

he appreciates having time to breathe, to share and 
better know the other brothers.

He is well aware that with all the capitulates, he is 
committed to preparing the future of the congregation, 
certain that the Assumption still has much to give for 
the announcement of the Kingdom. After looking 
closely at the past, the brothers of the Chapter live the 
present with joy but with more difficulty: the audacity 
of the future. Perhaps the Chapter looks too much 
at the past while the brothers seem well informed 
about the orientations of Pope Francis who demands 
changes in the way of life. From Pope Francis, 
capitulates should learn to be simple to embrace 
reality and a new evangelization. Our Capitulates 
are in most cases in the defence of certain works but 
are they still good for the world and society today? 
Content on how to move forward Luiz Gonzaga calls 
for being more daring to meet the challenges of the 
world today.

On the program in the coming days: 

- every day, continuing work on the texts, 
either in assembly (economic questions, 
Charisma, etc.) or in commissions;

- Thursday: voting on statutes, debate on 
community organization, internationality 
and inter-culturality, indicative vote before 
election of assistants;

- Friday: in the morning, vote on the number 
of general assistants; in the afternoon, the 
beginning of the election of the assistants;

- Saturday afternoon: following the election 
of the general assistants.


