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In October of 1904 at 27 Fales Street in the Greendale section of Worcester, four 
teachers (two Assumptionists and two laymen), Our Lady of Consolation Apostolic 
School (Minor Seminary) of the Fathers of the Assumption opened its doors to 
4 students  (who each paid room, board and tuition of $ 10 per month).

In 1917, the College de l’Assomption (now on 
Baltimore Avenue) was issued a charter of 
incorporation as Assumption College, now 
authorized to award Bachelor of Arts degrees.

At:  12 PM on June 9, 1953 a 90-second 
tornado did devastating damage to the city 
of Worcester … and to Assumption College. 

In 1956, while Assumption Preparatory School on West 
Boylston Street re-opened with 330 students, Assumption 
College opened its doors to 201 students in 5 original 
buildings across the city on Salisbury Street. 
      

For its first 54 years, Assumption College was owned and operated 
by a Board of Trustees of Assumptionists. 

In June of 1968, that Board changed their By-Laws and voted themselves 
out of existence and transferred ownership and control of the 
College to a new Board of Trustees, made up of two-thirds lay 
people and one-third Assumptionists.

Today, almost 110 years since its foundation, Assumption College 
is a strong Catholic liberal arts College, proudly sponsored by 
the Augustinians of the Assumption, under the leadership of 
Dr. Francesco Cesareo, its fourth lay President and Dr. Frederick 
Bayon, Chairman of the Board of Trustees.  
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Moreover, Assumption College challenged me to question certain ideas and beliefs 
that I seemed to simply take for granted prior to entering the collegiate world.  As a 
result of my experiences at Assumption, I now have a much deeper appreciation about 
my faith and why I adhere to the belief system I currently have.

Both the College’s motto, ‘...until Christ be formed in you,’ and the Assumptionists’ motto, ‘Thy kingdom come,’ speak 
to the process that is our faith.  The kingdom is still coming and I certainly am still on the journey of having Christ 
formed in me. None of us finish that journey - whether students here for only four years or those of us who have 
worked here ten, twenty, thirty, or more.  We are always growing in our faith, in our relationship with God, and in 
putting that faith into action in the world - through thoughtful citizenship, compassionate service, and a commit-
ment to advocating for the least in our midst.  Passing on that truth to our students is a central component to the 
work of Campus Ministry, and the Church as a whole, and I am privileged to be a part of that work.

It is a caring wonderful community grounded in the philosophy of the Assumption-
ist that each individual is worth caring about and that through our experiences 
at Assumption, in the classroom, athletic fields, student programs, campus events, 
the liturgies, feasts days and work experiences, there is a common thread and love 
which springs from the motto: …”   until Christ be formed in you.”

My own understanding of Fr. Emmanuel D’Alzon, St. Marie Eugenie, and the charism of the 
Assumptionists and Religious of the Assumption has increased greatly during that time.  
For that I am grateful.  To know the foundation for Assumption College - as well as the 
Assumption family’s other apostolates - makes working here as a campus minister that much 
more meaningful.

In the Reach Out Center on a daily basis we seek to help our students grow personally, spiritually, 
and professionally.  It is not a stretch to say that we strive to create students with critical 
intelligence, thoughtful citizenship and compassionate service on a daily basis.  By going out 
into the Worcester community and working with people facing poverty and other challenges, our 
students are living out the call of the gospel and they themselves are transformed.  They realize 
the blessings of their privilege and are able to prioritize what is good and true.  They also freely 
express the learned responsibility they have to act on the behalf of “the least of their brothers 
and sisters.”

For me Assumption is all about the individuals and the relationships that are 
fostered at the College, between students, faculty, administrators and alumni.  
When we ask the question, “Where does this come from?”  the answer is simply 
the Assumptionist fathers, brothers and sisters.  Through the charism of  Emmanuel 
D’Alzon and Saint Marie Eugenie, it has been bred into the very soul of this institution.  
It is in our DNA at the College to connect with one another, respect one another 
and to learn from one another.
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We give priority to education in the faith, to training 
responsible lay people, to awakening and affirming 
Christian vocations...
                                                           Rule of Life #16

To me, Assumption College is a place of discovery with respect to identifying one's mission in life, belief sys-
tem, friend circle, interests, and, most importantly, spritual calling. No matter a person's background or past 
experiences, Assumption always seems to welcome its student body and faculty with open arms. I know for 
a fact that my life was forever changed as a result of the experiences I had at Assumption College because 
it helped mold me into the man that I am today. By way of the combination of vibrant spirituality, rigorous 
academics, and competitive athletics, I was fortunate enough to receive the "total package" with respect to 
my transformation into a motivated and caring adult.

Thanks to our contributors: Carleen Roy-Butler,
Melanie Demarais, Nicholas DiAntonio and
Stephanie McCaffrey.
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What does it mean to be the 
sponsors of a college?   

Since 1968 that term has set the parameters for the relation-
ship of the Assumptionists to Assumption College.   It is not so 
easy to define.    It certainly presupposes an ongoing commit-
ment to the College on the part of the community, expressing 
itself at present on a number of different levels:  in the class-
room, in Campus Ministry, in the Office of Enrollment Manage-
ment, the Office for Mission, and on the Board of Trustees.   At 
the 2011 General Chapter, that commitment was more for-
mally extended to the Congregation as a whole when the Col-
lege was designated as one of the “mobilizing works” of the 
Assumptionists world-wide.   This amounts to an “ownership” 
of the College as a special apostolic work by the Congregation, 
with many implications following from that. 

Quasi-legal terminology gets us only so far, however, since 
sponsorship is so closely connected to the soul of an insti-
tution.  In this respect, sponsorship is more than the sum of 
its parts, more than the combined effect of a rather modest 
number of Assumptionists working in various capacities at 
the College.    The corporate witness of the Assumptionists at 
Assumption College  is to keep alive and to renew the animat-
ing vision of Fr. D’Alzon for a kind of education that enlarges 
the minds and the hearts of those who give themselves to it.  
In the face of disorienting changes and widespread uncer-
tainties in the culture, in the academy, and in the landscape 
of Catholic higher education, sponsorship calls us to a com-
mon discernment that engages the deepest wisdom of our 
Catholic and Assumptionist tradition with the needs of today’s 
students.   

This is a daunting vocation, and the temptation is to lay down 
that burden and to retreat into the privacy of our own rooms.    
As members of the larger Assumption family, we rely on you 
to remind us, gently or not, of what is at stake in a thoughtful, 
courageous and loving defense of an education that stands its 
ground against the eclipse of God in our time.

Fr. Dennis Gallagher A.A.
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Assumption College connects the Congregation directly to the 
founder, who saw education as the means by which society 
could be rejuvenated by the Gospel, so that the world would be 
permeated by Christian ideas.  The College advances this vision 
through its liberal arts curriculum, which poses fundamental 
questions about God and creation.  The aim of this approach 
is to set the student on a personal quest for truth and to grasp 
those deeper realities which cannot be seen, thereby allowing 
the student to attain one’s full development as a Christian
human being.  

Assumption College shares in the mission of the Assumption-
ists to extend the Kingdom of God.  This occurs through the 
relationship between a liberal education and the Gospel mes-

sage and our commitment to service in our community and beyond.   
Through our SEND mission trips, Service-learning curriculum, and 
Reach Out Center, our students serve those in need and on the margins 
of society locally, nationally, and internationally each year.  

Assumption College lives out Fr. d’Alzon’s vision for a university through 
our commitment to the pursuit of truth, to academic excellence, to the 
harmonious witness to the unity of all truth through the dialogue be-
tween faith and reason, to the development of the whole person, and 
to increasing in students the knowledge of their human condition as 
well as of their ultimate destiny.

Dr. Francesco Cesareo 


