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A faith that leads to 
action

Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon’s 
faith led to action. One would 
not be able to understand his 
apostolic initiatives without 
considering the great virtues 
that inspired his zeal. Among 
the twenty-five testimonies on 
the faith of the Servant of God, 
Emmanuel d’Alzon, registered 
during the diocesan inquiry, 
nine are particularly explicit. It 
is documented that Fr. d’Alzon 
was « guided in all his works by 
a spirit of faith », that « his whole 
life bore witness to it », that 
« he proved it by establishing 
the alumnates, at a time when 
all of his resources had been 
exhausted », and that « if he 
hadn’t had such faith, he would 
have never spent his fortune 
with such abandon ». The most 
qualified testimony remains 

that of Fr. Joseph Maubon: « 
I can’t see how Fr. d’Alzon 
could have been guided in his 
works by any other spirit except 
that of faith, because, humanly 
speaking, it seemed that he had 
lost everything : his fortune 
and his health. In founding his 
Congregation, he was met with 
disapproval on all sides. I know 
from his entire life that he was 
fileld with the most ardent sprit 
of faith ». An alumnus of the 
high school in Nîmes stated: « 
I heard him preach to us very 
often… we were always fully 
impressed by his great faith, by 
his fire… He had such flights of 
faith and hope that we would 
break down into tears ». 

(Dossier on the life and 
virtues, Vol. I, p. 72-73).

Fr. d’Alzon speaks to us
Jesus Christ wants to be formed in my soul. In this is 

found all the perfection of the interior life. Jesus Christ 
wishes to be brought into the world through me, that is 
to say, he wishes to be revealed, preached, announced 

in all my actions and all my words. This is how an 
apostle attains perfection. (E.S. 167)

A Word from the 
Postulator 

We are aware that, for Fr. d’Alzon, 
faith signifies, above all, love of the 
truth, filial obedience to God’s will, 
and apostolic action rooted in love 
of Jesus Christ and the coming of his 
Kingdom. He teaches us how to view 
the events of the world and of history 
with the eyes of faith, that is to say, 
with hope and optimism. Faith leads 
us to denounce the ills of the society in 
which we live, but that is not enough. 
Real faith leads to action. It draws 
us into the dynamism of love. «The 
hands of faith», an expression Pope 
Francis, are raised to forge human 
relationships, founded on love, and so 
to build a new society.    

Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon’s passion 
was the transformation of the society 
of his day, in accordance with God’s 
plan; « Thy Kingdom come! » was the 
battle cry of this apostle. He  desired 
to see in his disciples the martyrs’ 
audacity and the apostles’ daring. 
Throughout his life, all his actions, all 
his apostolic works were imbued with 
his ardent spirit of faith --- always. 

Pope Benedict and Pope Francis 
invite us to become men and women 
of faith, to bear public witness to our 
attachment to Jesus Christ, and to his 
Church, and not to be content with 
an individualistic and passive faith, 
but rather to place ourselves ‘at the 
concrete service of justice, right, and 
peace’. 

Fr. Julio Navarro Román, a.a. 
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Faith implies witness and 
commitment
There exists a profound unity 

between the act by which we 
believe and the content to which 
we give our assent. Saint Paul 
helps us to enter into this reality 
when he writes: “Man believes 
with his heart and so is justified, 
and he confesses with his lips and 
so is saved” (Rom 10:10). The heart 
indicates that the first act by which 
one comes to faith is God’s gift and 
the action of grace which acts and 
transforms the person deep within.

The example of Lydia is 
particularly eloquent in this regard. 
Saint Luke recounts that, while he 
was at Philippi, Paul went on the 
Sabbath to proclaim the Gospel 
to some women; among them was 
Lydia and “the Lord opened her 
heart to give heed to what was 
said by Paul” (Acts 16:14). There 
is an important meaning contained 

within this expression. Saint Luke 
teaches that knowing the content 
to be believed is not sufficient 
unless the heart, the authentic 
sacred space within the person, is 
opened by grace that allows the 
eyes to see below the surface and 
to understand that what has been 
proclaimed is the word of God.

Confessing with the lips 
indicates in turn that faith implies 
public testimony and commitment. 
A Christian may never think of 
belief as a private act. Faith is 
choosing to stand with the Lord so 
as to live with him. This “standing 
with him” points towards an 
understanding of the reasons for 
believing. Faith, precisely because 
it is a free act, also demands 
social responsibility for what one 
believes. The Church on the day 
of Pentecost demonstrates with 
utter clarity this public dimension 
of believing and proclaiming one’s 

faith fearlessly to every person. It is 
the gift of the Holy Spirit that makes 
us fit for mission and strengthens 
our witness, making it frank and 
courageous.  (Pope Benedict XVI, 
Apostolic Exhortation « Porta 
fidei », #10)

Faith does not draw us away 
from the world
Precisely because it is linked 

to love (cf. Gal 5:6), the light of 
faith is concretely placed at the 
service of justice, law and peace. 
Faith is born of an encounter with 
God’s primordial love, wherein 
the meaning and goodness of 
our life become evident; our life 
is illumined to the extent that 
it enters into the space opened 
by that love, to the extent that it 
becomes, in other words, a path 
and praxis leading to the fullness 
of love. The light of faith is 
capable of enhancing the richness 

«The Door of Faith»
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Faith according to Fr. d’Alzon
Let us demonstrate the 
boldness of the faith
My third piece of advice is that 

you slough off a certain prudence, 
which is often the refuge of shameful 
laziness. Prudent sometimes means 
faint-hearted. Now more than ever is 
the time to repeat Bossuet’s saying, 
“Faith is daring.” Let us have the 
boldness of faith, even though 
some might call it fool-hardiness. 
Real prudence is the queen of 
the moral virtues; and a queen 
commands, acts, and, if necessary, 
fights. Some have transformed 
prudence into a frightened old 
woman. Such prudence is in bed 
slippers and dressing-gown, with a 
cold, coughing a lot. Conventional 
prudence, I do not want. You must 
not heed such prudence. As far as 
I am concerned, I always want to 
trust madly in God’s Providence, 
even though, abandoned by all, I 
end up dying in a hospital.

 (Closing Address to the General 
Chapter of 1873, p.136). 

Faith consists in a love that 
is bold
We are accused of taking too 

many chances, and this is to our 
glory. Oh prudent men! I suspect 
that you found Jesus Christ terribly 
foolhardy when He risked the life 
of the Church by dying on a cross. 
The martyrs were crazy too, and the 
Apostles insane, when they very 
courageously gave witness to the 
Resurrection of Christ, during the 
persecution by Jews and pagans. In 
our madness, we envy the boldness 
of the martyrs and the audacity 
of the Apostles. So it is with such 
boldness that we claim to love the 
Church, to serve it with all our 
might, not overly concerned with 
the contradictory judgments of men, 
but mindful especially that the world 
was saved by the folly of preaching 
and the imprudent boldness of the 
preachers.

This was the kind of love shared 
by the Prince of the Apostles and 
the great Doctor of the Nations. 
Needless to say, so bold a love is 
rare today. But, by the same token, 
it gives us an original character. It 
is an added reason for us to be what 
we want to be.

(Closing Address to the General 
Chapter of 1868, p. 85)

Buenos Aires, Group of Prayer for the sick, at the Shrine of Lourdes, under the pastoral 
direction of the Assumptionists (religious and lay-people).

of human relations, their ability 
to endure, to be trustworthy, to 
enrich our life together. Faith 
does not draw us away from the 
world or prove irrelevant to the 
concrete concerns of the men and 
women of our time. Without a 
love which is trustworthy, nothing 
could truly keep men and women 
united. Human unity would be 
conceivable only on the basis of 
utility, on a calculus of conflicting 
interests or on fear, but not on the 
goodness of living together, not on 
the joy which the mere presence 
of others can give. Faith makes 
us appreciate the architecture of 
human relationships because it 
grasps their ultimate foundation 
and definitive destiny in God, 
in his love, and thus sheds light 
on the art of building; as such it 
becomes a service to the common 
good. 

Faith is truly a good for 
everyone; it is a common good. Its 
light does not simply brighten the 
interior of the Church, nor does 
it serve solely to build an eternal 
city in the hereafter; it helps us 
build our societies in such a way 
that they can journey towards a 
future of hope. The Letter to the 
Hebrews offers an example in this 
regard when it names, among the 
men and women of faith, Samuel 
and David, whose faith enabled 
them to «administer justice» (Heb 
11:33). This expression refers 
to their justice in governance, to 
that wisdom which brings peace 
to the people (cf. 1 Sam 12:3-5; 
2 Sam 8:15). The hands of faith 
are raised up to heaven, even as 
they go about building in charity 
a city based on relationships in 
which the love of God is laid as 
a foundation. (Encyclical “Lumen 
fidei” of Pope Francis,  #51).
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.Favors and graces received
 Dear Fr. Julio,

I already let you know of the novena that was organized at 
the basilica of Koekelberg for Pierre, the deacon, through 
the intercession of Fr. 
d’Alzon. Today, Fr. Marc 
Leroy was informed of 
the healing of Pierre, who 
told him that, according 
to the doctor, his healing 
was «miraculous». We 
can already give thanks. 
Pierre’s wife said that 
she would be going to 
thank Fr. d’Alzon at his 
tomb in Nîmes. May this 
healing be authenticated 
in the eyes of the Church 
as a miracle obtained 
through the intercession 
of our founder! (Fr. Alain 
Thomasset, Brussels, 
Belgium, June 4, 2013).

 Through the intercession 
of Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon 
I obtained three important 
graces. I thank the Lord 
and Fr. d’Alzon (Nîmes, July 25, 2013).

 I had recommended, through the intercession of Fr. 
Emmanuel d’Alzon, prayers to God for the health of my 
grandson, born in January 2010 with serious medical 
issues. These have gotten much better with time, but he 
may need open-heart surgery when he is around 5 years 
old… I continue my prayer (to Fr. d’Alzon) regularly. 
(Monique, Comines, France).

 Two weeks ago, as I left Mass, I found an image of Fr. 
d’Alzon in one of the pews. I took it and I began to 
pray to him, asking him that my husband’s health might 
improve; he has a lung cancer that has metastasized. 
Last Monday he went in for a checkup to see how the 
cancer was going. To the doctors’ surprise, the cancer 

is in regression and there are even some areas free of 
cancer. I prayed that Fr. d’Alzon would work to kill the 
malignant cells and make healthy ones appear; you 
would have to say that this is exactly what is happening. 
(María Cecilia, Buenos Aires, September 4, 2013).

 I beseech the good Fr. 
d’Alzon very often and in 
particular I entrust to him an 
intention for someone close 
to us who is going through 
some tough timess. May he 
find grace and light in time 
of trial. (Plaizané, France).

 With all our heart we 
want to thank Reverend 
Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon for 
his blessed intercession on 
behalf of our son Benoît; 
we have already prayed to 
him twice and he heard our 
cries… We also entrust to 
Fr. d’Alzon the Christian life 
of our 12 grand-children… 
(Jacques, Isle, region of 
Limoges, France). 

News from the Secretaries’ 
Offices

 Nimes : The bishop has agreed to compose a prayer to 
Fr. d’Alzon, proper to his diocese... On November 21 
the priests of the diocese will all gather in the chapel 
of Fr. d’Alzon. That same day contemplative nuns in the 
diocese will pray to Fr. d’Alzon as well.

 Brussels: Four months ago, the group, Friends of Fr. 
d’Alzon in Brussels, began to read together the book 
entitled « Turning Points in Emmanuel d’Alzon’s Way of 
Holiness», tackling one « turning point » per meeting. 
The participants are delighted. Fr. Marc Leroy, A.A., 
invited the parish to make the novena to Fr. d’Alzon 
on behalf of the deacon in the parish, suffering from a 
serious illness.

 Buenos Aires: Here at the secretariate we are working 
very well. The prayer group is growing more and more. 
We get together every Saturday to pray for the sick. Fr. 
d’Alzon is at work, he takes care of the miracles… 

Colegio Emmanuel d’Alzon, in Bogotá, Colombia. Celebration of the 
Bicentenary of the birth of Fr. d’Alzon (1810-2010).

A publication of the Secretariate for  
the Cause of the beatification 
of Fr.  Emmanuel d’Alzon.
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