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The General House in the face of the 
coronavirus epidemic
You are perhaps wondering what is happening at the 
General House in Rome amid the alarming news com-
ing from Italy, and now, from all over the world.
The first thing to mention is that everyone in Italy is 
touched and united by the suffering experienced by 
many families infected with Covid-19. The daily life of 
our community is without a doubt affected. It starts 
with the religious who are studying, because, for now, 
the Italian government has suspended all classes in 
colleges and universities, forcing our brothers to focus 
on their studies without leaving the house.
Government measures, and also ecclesial measures, 
continue to unfold each week and they continue to 
harden, sometimes day by day. All create suffering 
and difficulties to accept, but we know that a Christian 
is invited to overcome his fear and act in conscience 
by putting himself at the service of his neighbor at all 
times.
It amazes us to see that, on the one hand, many are 
only trying to barricade themselves in their homes 
with all possible food supplies, while, at the same 

time, others feel called to service by the most frag-
ile. For example, in northern Italy, young Scouts bring 
groceries to the citizens over 65 who cannot leave 
their homes. We would love it if such initiatives had 
a greater resonance in our societies, which are para-
lyzed by an individualism that sees the other simply as 
a person from whom one can profit or as a threat to 
our personal security.
The Congregation’s agenda is definitely affected by 
these containment measures. At the time this is be-
ing written, two international sessions to be held in 
Rome in March, the International Commission of the 
Lay-Religious Alliance and the International Education 
Commission, have been cancelled, as well as the an-
nual meeting of the general councils of the religious 
family of the Assumption. The canonical visits of the 
Superior General are having to be rescheduled.
We do not know how long this crisis will last, but we 
are intensifying all necessary efforts to avoid even 
greater contamination; no one can feel safe from this 
epidemic, so everyone must do their part for the com-
mon good.
But there is another aspect that we must not neglect, 
it is our responsibility in the dissemination of the 
truth; there are people who try to minimize the impor-
tance of the spread and others who are too alarmist, 
causing only fear and uncertainty among those who 
listen to them. We have a duty to be the bearers of 
hope even in the midst of a crisis that directly affects 
us. We cannot forget our brothers who suffer on their 
own with epidemics such as the Ebola epidemic in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo or the humanitar-
ian crisis caused by wars and forced immigration.
Let us work for the truth in the defense of every man 
so that peace of heart, the first step toward healing, 
may come upon us. “Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers of their disease, cast out demons. 
What you received freely, freely give.”(Mt 10:8)

Fr. Marcelo MARCIEL
Vicar General

>> Official

Agenda
In light of the health crisis caused by Covid 19, that has 
hit almost all of the countries where our Congregation 
is present, most of our international meetings and 
canonical visits that were previously scheduled are 
now in question. Some have already been cancelled, 
and some will be rescheduled for dates to be 
determined.
The Council dates, noted here, are merely potential 
dates.
We cannot note with certitude the schedules of the 
Superior General and his Assistants---either for the 
coming weeks or even the coming months.

Plenary General Council
• n° 6 : June 2-10, 2020, in Worcester (United States).
• n° 7 : December 3-12, 2020, in Nîmes (France).

Ordinary General Council
• n° 20 : April 20-24, 2020.
• n° 21 : May 18-22, 2020.
• n° 22 : June 11, 2020.
• n° 23 : September 7-22, 2020.

On the cover

Friday, March 27, 2020. Alone in the desert of St. 
Peter's Square, totally empty because of the coro-
navirus health crisis, as night falls on the Earth, Pope 
Francis goes up to the altar for a great prayer for hu-
manity wounded by such a pandemic, before giving 
an exceptional Urbi et orbi blessing.
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Quarantine

Lent began as it does every year, but the 
Pandemic of the Coronavirus outbreak 

has disrupted our usual rhythm. If we 
had thought to live peacefully the forty 
days that would lead us to Easter, we 
are now called to live through another 
quarantine, that imposed by the political 
authorities to comply with public health 
measures and contain the epidemic. 
What a coincidence! Etymologically, 
sanitary quarantine means 40 days of strict 
confinement and then, by extension, any 
more or less long period of confinement 
due to an epidemic. But Lent is also 40 
days, but days of prayer, fasting, and 
charity. Perhaps this coincidence invites 
us to open wider our eyes and our hearts 
to address, this time in a renewed way, 
our approach to this time which will lead 
us to the light of Easter?
 
The coronavirus epidemic reminds us 
of an obvious fact: everything on earth 
is fragile. Vanity of vanities, everything 
is vanity. Perhaps we have placed our 
hope in the number, strength, power, 
health, and success, forgetting that our 
help is the Name of the Lord and Him 
alone? We have sinned. Fortunately, life 
goes on and hope remains strong despite 
everything. Today, in this epidemic, there 
are treasures of generosity and fraternity at 
work. Their authors are not all Christians, 
but they participate fully in God's beloved 
Church of Heaven. The prophet Daniel 
says: "But with our broken hearts, with 
our humbled spirits, receive us as a burnt 
offering of rams, bulls, fat lambs by the 
thousands. Let our sacrifice on this day 
find grace before you, for there is no 
shame for those who hope in you." The 
sacrifice that pleases God, says Psalm 
50, is "a humbled spirit, a broken heart". 
Perhaps the experience of frailty and 
weakness that we experience in this time 
of distress is an apprenticeship in humility. 

In a Christian regime, humility sometimes 
comes through humiliation. We are not 
untouchable, we are vulnerable. We are 
not gods; we are men and women marked 
by fragility. God too is vulnerable because 
He is merciful. In this time of Lent, we 
have a concrete experience of our sin 
and of God's kindness. Our Father and 
Creator have a generous heart because he 
forgives. Let us also learn to forgive! 

I pray that this time of quarantine, this time 
of Lent, will be a time when we can renew 
our concrete solidarity. Solidarity with the 
sick - there are some in the Assumption -, 
solidarity with the caregivers, the isolated, 
the elderly. I would also like that this 
time of confinement in which we are, 
in a way, cloistered, could also be the 
occasion for a rediscovery of a deeper 
intimacy with God. A time when prayer 
is no longer a formality, but a passion for 
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. A time 
to give thanks, because while Christian 
communities are deprived of the Eucharist 
and the sacraments, we have the privilege 
of celebrating together every day. Like 
Teilhard de Chardin who said his "Mass 
on the world" as he traveled through Asia, 
we could celebrate in communion with 
all the men and women men and women 
strike by the epidemic.

Confinement imposes on us a penance 
that is difficult to bear. Staying enclosed is 
sometimes hard to live with, but Lent asks 
us to live fasting, penance, deprivation. 
We can unite ourselves with all those in 
the world who are afflicted by hunger, 
injustice, war, and persecution. The 
epidemic could be transformed into a vast 
impulse of generosity and fraternity. The 
Lord will not abandon us, and we shall 
have to experience even more fully the joy 
of the Resurrection! n

Editorial <<

Fr. Benoît Grière

Superior General
of the 

Augustinians of 
the Assumption
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Fr. Benoît Grière, Superior General, with the consent 
of his Council, has called:

■ TO PERPETUAL PROFESSION
1) MWINGANIZA Joseph 
(East Africa) (2/10/2020)

2)  SAASITA Faustin 
(East Africa) (2/10/2020) 

3) NKOYOOYO Ignatius 
(East Africa) (2/10/2020)

4) RAZANAJATOVO Julien 
(East Africa) (2/10/2020)

■ TO THE DEACONATE
5) KOMABOU Renaud 
(East Africa) (2/11/2020)

6) PIESSOU AGBEKO Bonaventure 
(East Africa) (2/11/2020)

7) TATSIDJODOUNG Jérôme Adams 
(East Africa) (2/12/2020)

8) GITAU MACHARIA Morris 
(East Africa) (2/12/2020)

9) RAKOTOMALALA Marc Pierre 
(East Africa) (2/12/2020)

10) KATEMBO KASOLENE Moïse 
(East Africa) (2/12/2020)

11) SAKAWA MOGIRE Kennedy 
(East Africa) (2/12/2020)

12) NGUYEN HUU Du Joseph 
(Europe) (2/18/2020)

13) KAMBALE TSONGO Pacifique 
(North America) (2/18/2020))

14) KAMBALE KIAVUMBA Sadiki 
(North America) (2/18/2020)

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 

1 2 3 4

Calls, nominations, changes...

■ TO THE PRIESTHOOD
15) NAVARRO Rex Christus 
(Europe) (2/19/2020) 

16) BONOU YEHOUENOU Blaise 
(Europe) (2/19/2020)

17) ATIDEPE Kokou Senyo Yves
(E) (01/04/2020)

18) INANDJO ESSIKO Nicodème
(E) (01/04/2020)

■ DEPARTURE FROM THE 
CONGREGATION
Father General, with the consent of his Coun-
cil, has given an indult to leave the Congrega-
tion to Br. Jeros AMPARO (Europe), March 19, 
2020.
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Assumption training, 
a team sport
A dozen formators have just met in Kenya under the leadership 
of Fr. Leclercq, Secretary General for Formation. They represented 
200 religious in formation of the Congregation, of twenty different 
nationalities. 

Each day was marked by a 
theme:

- transmitting the charism,
- toremind the requirements 

and modalities of regular spiri-
tual accompaniment,

- to nourish a missionary con-
sciousness from the first years of 
formation.

Very concrete questions were 
also discussed, such as the di-
versification of our formation 
courses (especially for religious 
brothers), the schedule during 
the “great holidays”, the learn-
ing of the official languages of 
the congregation, the transmis-
sion of personal records from 
one community or Province to 
another, the question of a pos-
sible “customary” common to 

the four CIFAs... We were able to 
exchange on all subjects, freely 
and without taboos. (1)

From 5 March on, we were 
joined by the religious in charge  
of the large houses of formation. 
Without being all “international” 
in their welcoming of young As-
sumptionists or their team of for-
mators, these communities often 
experience the same issues as 
our CIFA. (2)  Even though we 
have become more numerous, 
our group has maintained its dy-
namism and pursued the same 
working method. After a day and 
a few meals or evenings devoted 
to better know one another and 
re-read our history together, each 
day was dedicated to a different 
theme: interculturality, the trans-

Organized just before the 
Covid pandemic19 upset 
the entire planet, this in-

ternational session, held from 2 
to 8 March in Nairobi, enabled 
formators to meet and exchange 
ideas and experiences. to meet 
and discuss their mission. For-
mation at Assumption, to “Give 
to  each one to respond to God’s 
call”, such was the title and the 
objective of our work.

The first three days were re-
served for the superiors of the 
four international communi-
ties of Assumptionist Formation 
(CIFA) requested by the General 
Chapter of 2011: Buenos Ai-
res (Argentina), Kinshasa (DR-
Congo), Ouagadougou (Burkina 
Faso), and Nairobi, (Kenya). 

Formation <<
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or difficulties. Next, two sub-
groups (English and French) 
were working on the same ques-
tion before sharing their reflec-
tions to the whole group. Each 
day, a formator moderated the 
debates and did the following 
to emerge convictions, identify 
concrete proposals and reformu-
late improvements envisaged.

In addition, through practical 
exercises, each was able to offer 
to the other the fruit of his expe-
rience, to share his experience in 

accompanying young people in 
formation or in the animation of 
the communities. In the evening, 
a steering team evaluated the 
day’s work and prepared the next 
day’s schedule. Every morning, 
a red thread reminded us of the 
previous day’s achievements.

The session also provided 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
role of the General Secretariat 
for Formation. The Secretary 
General unveiled the 2020-2023 
training programme presented to 
the CGP in last December. The 
formators praised the interest 
of the animation sheets entitled 
The Moral Conscience at the As-
sumption: Way of Holiness and 
Requirements for the Mission 
and encouraged their dissemina-
tion. 

In the wake of the new Ra-
tio of 2017, these exchanges in 
Nairobi thus renew our fraternity 
and the proposal of formation in 
the Assumption. The formators 
committed themselves to top-
ics such as the discernment of 
the first appointment (studies or 
apostolates), spiritual accompa-
niment, the inculturation of our 
charism through the exchange 
and the intercultural dialogue, 
training programmes better 
adapted to the real needs of the 

mission...
What I retain above all, in the 

end, is the pride that everyone 
takes in being formator at the 
Assumption. Of course, every-
one knows the weight of his re-
sponsibility. But everyone tastes 
the happiness of receiving the 
confidence of the younger broth-
ers and that of our leaders. I also 
retain the grace of celebrating to-
gether in our various languages. 
As Fr. Kizito’s welcome message 
said: “The first work of the for-
mator is not first of all about or 
for the people who are under his 
care but on himself, to become a 
true disciple of Jesus”.

Fr. Vincent LECLERCQ

Secretary General for Formation

mission of files, the personal fol-
low-up of the brothers... We have 
shared our “cultures” of forma-
tion and novitiate, updated the 
major orientations of the congre-
gation for formation, and envis-
aged new collaborations at every 
stage of the formation.

The originality of our session 
was the absence of lectures. From 
a work grid sent in advance, each 
formator would simply speak up 
and evaluate his practices, iden-
tified challenges, shared joys 

1. Two formators were invited to 
broaden our vision: Frs. Christo-
pher Quiñal (Adveniat House, Ma-
nila-Philippines) and Joseph Mbusa 
Katusi (Academic dean of the house 
of philosophy Saint-Augustine, Bu-
lengera-DRC).
2.  Unfortunately, were prevented 
from coming to Nairobi. Frs. Jean-
Luc Eckert (Provincial Formator of 
Europe and superior of the com-
munity of Lyon-France) and Éric 
Raharivelo (Provincial  Formator of 
Madagascar, in charge of the scho-
lasticate in Antananarivo), but each 
had sent a detailed contribution 
via the Internet. As for Fr. François-
Xavier Nguyen (Emmanuel d’Alzon 
Scholasticate, Saigon-Vietnam), he 
was represented by Fr.Quiñal  soon 
after the first meeting in Saigon, at 
the end of February, of the Forma-
tion Commission of the new Asia-
Oceania Vicariate.
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The economic formation plan

Have you heard about the 
plan of formation in eco-
nomic life that has been 

adopted by the congregation? 
The Acts of the General Chapter 
of 2017 already mentions it (n. 
138 - see box). But its genesis 
goes back several years before: 
during their annual meetings, 
the general bursars of the five 
congregations of the Assump-
tion Family shared the same ob-
servation: the knowledge of the 
great majority of religious men 
and women in economic matters 
is very poor. This observation is, 
moreover, widely shared within 
the association of the Treasurers 
General. 

This weakness has many se-
rious consequences: rightly (no 
doubt) or wrongly (no doubt), 
the world in which we live is 

increasingly driven by econom-
ics. How can we claim to bring 
Christ and the Gospel to a world 
that we say we love but whose 
functioning we largely ignore? 
How, as disciples of Christ, 
can we have a credible word to 
criticize economic and financial 
mechanisms that are unjust and 
that do not respect the primacy 
of man, how can we make al-
ternative proposals if we do not 
understand the mechanisms at 
work? 

The General Treasurers of 
the Assumption family have 
noted that every religious will 
be, at one time or another in his 
or her life, the local bursar of his 
or her community, or responsi-
ble for a work (school, parish-
es, conference center...) or for 
a self-financing activity: farm, 
animal farm, religious articles 
store, etc. In a world marked 
by an increasing complexity of 
economic flows, all our works 
are, in a second stage certainly, 
“businesses” whose sustainabil-
ity is only assured if we know 
how to manage them. From 
these reflections was born the 
intuition that the formation to be 
developed should touch all reli-
gious men and women and not 
be limited to treasurers alone.

For several years, pooling 
their respective experiences, the 
five General Treasurers worked 
on a plan of formation for eco-
nomic life, which was presented 
to our General Chapter of 2017. 
The General Chapter then asked 
the Congregation Economic 
Council (CEC) to study its con-
tent and possibly amend it in 

Acts of 
the 2017 
General 
Chapter
138. Because it is important 
to rise the economic culture 
and skill to follow up on the 
accounts for all the religious, 
the Chapter requests the 
CEC to finalize the project 
of a plan of formation to 
the economy developed by 
the General Treasurers of 
the Assumption family and 
to have it approved by the 
CGP.

Following the will of the 33rd General 
Chapter, implemented by a decision of the 
CGP, a process of initiation of religious to 
temporal questions is underway throughout 
the Congregation.

Formation at the novitiate in Brazil, February 2020
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view of its presentation to the 
Plenary General Council. It was 
during its December 2018 ses-
sion that the CGP formally ap-
proved the Economic Formation 
Plan. The Economic Formation 
Plan is now part of the Ratio In-
stitutionis of the congregation.

What does it consist of?  It 
consists of 22 formation mod-
ules of varying size and impor-
tance (from one hour to several 
days), divided into levels of 
formation: postulancy, novi-
tiate, the first 3 years of simple 
vows, the following 3 years. As 
many religious have no notion 
of Excel, one of the first mod-
ules aims at learning the basic 
notions of this software. The 
other modules cover various 
subjects: building a budget, the 
social doctrine of the Church, 
economic aspects of religious 
life, relationship with employ-
ees, notions of archiving, insur-
ance, economic organization of 
the congregation, etc. 

For each module, we consid-
ered who could give the forma-
tion: a competent lay person, the 
Master of Novices, the Provin-
cial or General Treasurer. Very 
conscious of the need to create 

tools to facilitate the task of 
these different formators, we 
are in the process of creating 
a PowerPoint support for each 
module: this should be complet-
ed by the end of 2020. At the 
same time, they should be made 
available in French, Spanish and 
English.

The implementation of the 
Plan of Formation for the Econ-
omy must be systematic: all the 
young people in formation must 
receive the training foreseen at 
each stage of the formation. It is 
the responsibility of the Provin-
cial Treasurers to implement the 
Plan of Formation in this way. 
The members of the ECC decid-
ed in November 2019 to begin 
with the postulancy and novi-
tiate stages, for which the Pow-
erPoint supports of the modules 
are being produced: during the 
year 2020, every postulant and 
every novice of the Assumption 
should be presented with the 
modules corresponding to these 
two stages of formation.

As General Treasurer, I my-
self have written many of the 
existing PowerPoint materials. 
During the year 2019, I had the 
opportunity to give a good num-
ber of these in the various Prov-
inces. We have also decided to 
set up, where possible, forma-
tion sessions in inter-congrega-
tions: thus, in August 2019, I 
gave a four-day session in Mad-
agascar for 33 men and women 
religious from four of our con-
gregations. The feedback was 
positive; all the participants 
expressed great interest in what 
they learned.

Let us hope that the Forma-
tion Plan for the Economy really 
enters into our ways of doing 
things...

F. Didier REMIOT

General Treasurer

Acts of 
the CGP, 
December 
2018
In conformity with  the 
request of the 2017 General 
Chapter (no. 138), The CEC 
has submitted to the CGP 
for approval a project of 
formation plan to economic 
life. 
- The CGP approves the 
formation plan to the economy 
that was presented to it, 
asking the CGO to add the 
amendments that would be 
deemed necessary. 
- The CGP decides that 
the Plan of formation to 
the economy has the status 
of an annex to the Ratio 
Institutionis, pertaining 
particularly to the nos. 82, 108 
and 110.  
-The CGP request that each 
Province inserts the Plan of 
formation to the economy in its 
calendar of formation.

Formation in inter-congregation, Butembo, October 2019
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Accompanying the first moments of 
vocation 

During their last meet-
ings, the Ordinary Gen-
eral Council and the 

Plenary General Council decid-
ed to organise sessions aimed 
at forming vocational accom-
paniers in the first moments of 
a vocation and to relocate them 
to the level of the Provinces. 
Marcelo Marciel and Thierry 
Kambale Kahongya, respective-
ly Vicar General and Assistant 
General, took advantage of a 
visit to Kivu to launch this se-
ries at the level of the Province 
of Africa. 

They thus brought together 
at Butembo, from 15 to 17 Janu-
ary 2020, the members of the 

rica, and to make sure that the 
formation programme is well 
followed in the pre-novitiate, 
with the aim of helping young 
people to discern the call that 
the Lord is addressing to them. 

The bulk of the work con-
sisted in taking stock of the 
concrete practice of vocation 
ministry, of the criteria of dis-
cernment implemented for vo-
cations in general and more 
particularly for the selection of 
young people who ask to enter 
the Assumption. It was in a fra-
ternal and serene climate that 
the participants recalled their 
convictions, such as the awak-
ening of vocations for the uni-

Formation Commission, some 
members of the Provincial 
Council, the Assumptionist vo-
cation awakeners, the formators 
of the pre-postulancy and postu-
lancy, as well as the Master of 
Novices. Everything revolved 
around the theme: “Accompa-
nying and discerning vocations 
in the first stages of formation”, 
as will be the case in all the oth-
er territories. 

The two Assistants General 
first of all specified the objec-
tives of this time of reflection: 
to feel the reality of accompa-
nying young people during the 
first stages of formation (pre-
novitiate) in the Province of Af-

Sessions will be held in all the Provinces to help in the discernment 
of vocations. Here is the example lived at Butembo (DR-Congo).
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versal Church, the formation of 
coherent Assumptionists from 
the first contact, the help given 
to young people so that they are 
in a position to make a decision 
that comes closer to the will of 
God, making vocational groups 
true places of vocational dis-
cernment. In order to carry out 
this mission, we have the duty 
to have sufficient knowledge of 
the young people who ask us for 
this help.

It is a fact that, in general, 
the local Churches have already 
equipped themselves with a cer-
tain organisation for the pastoral 
care of vocations: all we would 
have to do is get involved in it. 
However, the question arose as 
to what could be our own stamp 
and to what extent we could 
be more dynamic, because in 
reality we are more passive, 
welcoming the candidates who 

come knocking at our door.
The first day of formation 

was dedicated to the presenta-
tion of the session and to the 
assessment of local vocational 
practices during the last ten 
years. On the second day, the 
participants engaged in a theo-
logical reflection on the call, the 
implementation of a vocational 
pastoral ministry tinted with the 
Assumptionist stamp, and shar-
ing around the stages of forma-
tion up to the novitiate, taking 
up mainly the challenges en-
countered by the formators. 

The point of fall consisted, 
during the third day, in exam-
ining the criteria for admission 
to the pre-postulancy and pos-
tulancy, taking into account the 
Assumptionist and missionary 
profile of the candidate, reflect-
ing on the responsibility of the 
awakener and the community in 

accompanying and discerning 
the germ of a vocation, as well 
as the qualities required to be-
come an Assumptionist, while 
pointing out the personality 
traits that would be redhibitory. 

Everything ended on a note 
of satisfaction, as one of the 
participants noted: “We pay a 
vibrant homage to the congrega-
tion for its concern for the good 
formation of the workers of the 
Kingdom. We also express our 
gratitude to Fathers Marcelo and 
Thierry for having made them-
selves available to come and 
awaken once again our aware-
ness of how we must accompa-
ny our vocations. We now have 
a new breath to accompany our 
young people. »

PP. Marcelo MARCIEL 

and Thierry KAMBALE 

KAHONGYA,

General Assistants
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My life experience at the 
International House of Theology

Following my experienc-
es of initial formation in 
Madagascar, the congrega-

tion invited me to receive further 
formation in internationality at an 
intercultural community. So then, 
in September 2, 2015 I landed on 
Argentinean soil. That amounted 
to a great challenge for me, since 
it was the first time I had to learn 
Spanish, the first time I left Mad-
agascar, and also I am the first 
Malagasy Assumptionist to arrive 
in Argentina.

For a few months I lived in 
our parish-shrine of Lourdes. 
But a new community was soon 
established there: an interna-
tional community of formation 
for Spanish speakers, the As-
sumptionist International House 
of Theology in Buenos Aires. As 
we came from different countries, 
each of us represented his own 
culture and language. In our ini-
tial community only two religious 
spoke Spanish; all the others had 
to begin by learning the language. 
In addition to the diversity in lan-
guages, we had arrived there at 
different times. Also the stages 
and places of our initial forma-
tion were different, that is to say, 
not only the countries but also the 
kinds of religious life we had ex-
perienced. 

Would it be possible to have a 
true community life, starting from 
such diversity? If there are misun-
derstandings even between peo-
ple who speak the same language, 
wouldn’t this same problem arise 

ning was not easy: the professors 
spoke quickly, the students had 
their own idioms, that Univer-
sity operated differently from the 
Seminary in Madagascar. At some 
point I came to think that I was 
not yet ready to start University. 
But I soon understood the many 
reasons why the community made 
me begin without mastering the 
language very well: I would have 
the opportunity to learn the it with 
my fellow students, besides get-
ting to know the Argentinean uni-
versity system and acquiring the 
habit of listening to the locally 
spoken Spanish (since each coun-
try has a different accent). It has 
all finished well, thanks to God 
and to the help of many.

Today, as I review what I have 
experienced, I am happy about 
this community. I am well inte-
grated among the brothers. I am 
finishing this stage of my forma-
tion in this International House of 
Formation ready to be ordained 
a deacon back in Madagascar. I 
am very happy with the experi-
ence. It has been useful to open 
up new horizons, to serve Christ 
beyond my country of origin. I 
am ready to continue learning 
from my fellow brothers, to be 
helpful in building a community 
and to contribute to the mission of 
the Congregation. I thank God for 
this experience and I encourage 
other brothers to open themselves 
to similar opportunities. 

Bro. William Johnes 

RANDRIANANDRASANA

perhaps in this new community?  
I think that you also, reading this 
article, will ask yourselves many 
similar questions. 

For my part, I was convinced 
that the Assumption is a family. 
In a family, it is blood that bounds 
all its members together. We have 
all received the same vocation: 
that of being an Assumptionist. 
This is what unites us, in addition 
to faith. God has called us to live 
in this Congregation. The culture, 
the country, the language make us 
different, but God brings us to-
gether. There is no such thing as 
an Assumptionist of the Congo, 
or of Argentina, of Mexico, of 
Madagascar. Wherever we are, 
we will always be in our family, 
in our home; the several countries 
are only places of mission.  

I remember the first question 
Fr. Bolivar asked us at our first 
Local Chapter: “What is it that we 
want to live here, in our commu-
nity? This is a fundamental ques-
tion, because it sets out our objec-
tives before us.  So, even before 
beginning our community life, 
we established our objectives: to 
become brothers, to be witnesses 
of communion and unity. In order 
to get more closely linked and to 
make communication easier, we 
learned Spanish and made it our 
common language. By speaking 
Spanish every day, we helped 
each other strengthen fraternal 
bonds.

I began my theological stud-
ies in March 2016. The begin-

Brother William, from Madagascar, has just completed his theological 
formation at the Assumptionist International House of Theology in 
Buenos Aires. Here is his testimony as he returns to his Province of 
origin.
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>> Formation

New procedure for First Apostolic 
Appointments

The Plenary General 
Council continues to 
support the principle of 

“first apostolic appointments” 
which was introduced into the 
congregation by the General 
Chapter of 2011.
Indeed, they have a positive 
impact :
▪ A  greater awareness among 
young religious of the fact that 
they belong to an international 
congregation that forms one 
body;
▪ Encouragement of greater 
availability on the part of reli-
gious at the end of their formation;
▪ Although  they  sometimes  intro-
duce certain constraints, they are 
proving to be a tool for anima-
tion for the provincial superiors. 
In particular, they help the Prov-
inces to enter into a process of an-
ticipation.

Nevertheless, to try to
remedy certain difficulties 
experienced in the process 
leading to the decision of the 
first apostolic appointments, 
the Plenary General 
Council decided to make the 
following modifications and 
improvements to this process:

 Acknowledging that it is 
the dossiers of requests 
for acceptance of perpetual 
vows, diaconal ordination 
and priestly ordination which 
make it possible to have a 
somewhat precise knowledge 
of the religious, it is recalled 

to prepare for the mission which 
will be entrusted to the young 
religious, taking care to specify 
in view of which congregational 
service or pastoral post these 
studies are being undertaken.

▪ The  few  cases  in  which  the 
Ordinary General Council 
proposes a reorientation of the 
first apostolic appointment, 
different from that initially 
envisaged by the Superior 
Provincial. In this case, the 
decision taken by the Superior 
General in his Plenary General 
Council will be accompanied by 
a more detailed presentation of 
the religious.
In order to facilitate the work of 
the Ordinary General Council 
for this third category, each 
Province is invited to send in 
a limited list of a few post only 
which answers specific needs of 
reinforcing community presence 
in link with pastoral priorities of 
the congregation or needs for re-
foundation of communities where 
the presence of the Assumption is 
in deer need.

 In the case when brothers are 
sent outside of their province for 
their studies, the Plenary General 
Council stresses the importance 
of a co-ordination between 
the Provincial Superiors of 
the province of origin and 
the receiving one. The General 
Secretary for Formation will 
see that this coordination is 
implemented.

how important it is that these 
dossiers contain precise elements 
to guide the first apostolic 
appointment.

 The Plenary General Council 
will now identify three different 
categories of first apostolic 
appointment:

▪ First  Apostolic  Nominations 
which are for an apostolic 
post immediately after priestly 
ordination and which are in 
conformity with the proposal 
of the Provincial Superior. 
Our practices will not change 
except that the approval of the 
first apostolic appointment by the 
Plenary General Council will be 
based on a list summarizing the 
appointments prepared without 
individual presentation of each 
case. The possibility of the 
CGP to reconsider one or other 
appointment remains intact.

▪ When  it  is  decided  that  a 
brother will begin specialized 
studies following his priestly 
ordination, the first appointment, 
which would no longer be directly 
“apostolic”, will be defined as an 
appointment for studies in order 

The Plenary General Council has modified this system, in force since 
2011, to adapt it to the diversity of situations. Here is the text it 
adopted in this regard:
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A woman of the Alliance in the 
Council  of the Province

On October 9-11, the Council of the 
Province took place here in Mexico 
City, in the beautiful town of Tlal-

pan, with the attendance of three lay mem-
bers or the Alliance: Tomasz Jaster, Patricia 
Haggerty (the provincial tandem) and the 
one who gladly shares this with you, the 
great joy of belonging to the Assumption 
and of taking part in this council represent-
ing each and every one of my lay Assump-
tionist brothers and sisters.

We began the Council by reading the 
letter from our Superior General entitled: 
“Here I am, Lord; Send me!”, the one on 
which we, lay people, will work during the 
month of December, both those of Mexico 
City and the youngsters of the Assumption-
ist Fraternity group, who are now in charge 
of the missions in Veracruz during the Holy 
Week, the summer and the Advent.

And it is a great challenge for each one 
of us who are part of the great Assump-
tionist family, because it is an opportunity 
to show with our deeds the value of our 
charism.

I think it is no novelty that our Catho-
lic Church has always been persecuted, at-
tacked, and judged, but this should not dis-
courage us; on the contrary, it should make 
us strong and courageous.

This Council of the Province, in the mo-
tivating spirit of the upcoming jubilee, de-
fined positions, evaluated tasks, and drew 

economic balances for the province of Can-
ada, the United States, and Mexico.

As a member of the tandem, I can gauge 
how far we have come in the Assumption 
and with the Assumption; and, more impor-
tant, I realize how far we still have to go. 
I thank God for being able to do so within 
this charism that makes us one to work for 
the Kingdom.

In the same way I could confirm how the 
participation of the laity has been arduous 
and constant.

Each one of my lay brothers and sisters 
has left traces that have made the Assump-
tion great.  And the marvels that have come 
to pass have been the work of the Holy Spir-
it only, who faithfully keeps the Church ac-
tive, together with constant prayer in com-
munion with our founder; and so, countless 
projects have been -and will still be- carried 
out from the nothingness of our virtues and 
gifts. And the reason they have flourished 
is constancy, and love we feel for the As-
sumption.

I would just like to recall the invita-
tion that Father Emmanuel D’Alzon makes 
to each and every one of us, lay people in 
Mexico, to be workers for the Kingdom, 
which, though it is a call that stems from 
our baptism, in the Assumption it becomes 
a way of life that marks and transcends us.

Maricarmen MARTINEZ ÁLVAREZ, lay a.a. 

Maricarmen, a member of the Alliance in Mexico, tells how she 
experienced her first participation in the Council of the Province of 
North America.
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>> Jubilee

East Africa enters jubilee year

Great days and events al-
ways remain memorable 
and written in peoples’ 

hearts. The 5th of January 2020 
was such a day that shall remain 
imprinted in the hearts of all the 
Assumptionists in the Vice-Prov-
ince of East Africa, especially 
those living in Arusha, Tanzania. 
This day, the mother Church cel-
ebrated the Epiphany of our Lord 
and King. The Alzonian fam-
ily gathered together in Austin 
house, the philosophicum com-
munity to celebrate the day in 
style by opening the 175 years 
golden jubilee of foundation of 
the Augustinians of the assump-
tion by the most venerable, Fr. 

with blessing of the jubilee’s can-
dle among other candles distrib-
uted to some members present, 
rather than the usual sign of the 
cross, to emphasize the central 
mission to all the Assumptionists 
religious during the jubilee year: 
“to be the light like the star which 
guided the magi to the manger 
where the child Jesus was laid.” 
To effectively carry out the mes-
sage given on this day, I want at 
primo to elucidate what jubilee 
means. Etymologically speaking, 
this word is from the hebrew root 
“yobel” which simply means the 
time of rejoicing. The opening of 
our jubilee does not have another 
meaning apart from the one of 
rejoicing; this is the reason why 
Father Benoît Grière, the Gen-
eral Superior of our Congrega-
tion, has invited us to meditate on 
the theme “Enter into the joy of 
your Lord”. This has been again a 
chance to all of us to think about 
the call to holiness.
Secundo, a charism can be under-
stood as a gift from God, a man 
or a woman, a path and as a call 
from God. It is now 175 years 
since this faithful and prayerful 
servant of God, Father d’Alzon, 
received such a gift and call and 
brought into existence the Con-
gregation of the Assumptionists. 
Since then, the members have 

Emmanuel d’Alzon. 
It was also a coincidence to mark 
the one year anniversary since 
the official opening of the East-
African Vice-Province. Those 
present included the Assumption-
ists priests, brothers and novices 
living in Kijenge, Austin, Kizito 
House and Olokerian; some del-
egations of the Oblates, Orantes 
sisters and Lay Assumptionnists 
from Arusha.
This big event started with a Eu-
charistic celebration, presided 
over by Father Kizito Vyambwera 
Henri, the Superior of the Vice 
Province, assisted by seven other 
priests and two deacons. Just after 
the procession, the mass started 

The golden jubilee of 175 years since the 
foundation of Augustians of the Assumption 
has begun to be celebrated at Arusha, 
Tanzania.
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been inspired by its spirit, zeal 
and sense of belonging among 
others while obeying the rule of 
life and the directory till to date. It 
is for this reason we gathered here 
to celebrate their achievements 
and our achievements since we 
joined the Congregation as we 
pray for Gods’ grace to spread the 
charism and the mission of the 
congregation to different areas 
and countries. It’s our turn now 
to pull up our resources, ener-
gies, time and talents to realize 
more achievements despite the 
challenges. Our hearts are restless 
until the Father reigns over the 
universe, the Son reigns over the 
Church and the Holy Spirit reigns 
over our souls and the souls of 
others. What more does it mean, 
to be at the service of the king-
dom out of love of Jesus Christ? 
(Propter Amorem Domini Nostri 
Jesu Christi). 

The message of the Vice Provin-
cial superior was a call that we 
should not allow the Congrega-
tion to die in our hands. We have 
to be, in our daily life, the found-
ers of the future of our Congre-
gation until Christ is eventually 
formed in souls. According to Fa-
ther Kizito, we can only achieve 
this noble task if we really live 
according to our Rule of life and 
not according to the way we per-
ceive life in our own understand-
ing. “Do we even know the color 
of our rule of life?”, asked Father 
Vice Provincial. Furthermore, he 
invited us to avoid everything re-
lated to individualism which can 
be expressed through the exag-
gerated desire of power, glory and 
possession of goods. 
Fr. Kizito ended his homily by 
reminding us some interesting 
words from Father Emmanuel 
d’Alzon, that the Congregation of 

the Augustinians of the Assump-
tion doesn’t belong to anybody: it 
is a work from God and it belongs 
to Him and his people, that is, all 
of us. To make a wonderful future 
of our Vice Province will be a re-
sult from the love which we have 
among us. God is love and let us 
love each other. Some symbols - 
such as the Bible, the image of 
Father Emmanuel d’Alzon, Rule 
of life, the cross of the Congrega-
tion and fruits of the work of our 
hands - were presented by the 
novices from Kizito House com-
munity. At the end of the mass, 
with the candles in our hands, we 
were all of us sent to be light and 
always remain shining the Christ 
we bear in us to all people around 
us. The sharing of meal was the 
ultimate event of the day.
Bro. KAKULE MBAFUMOJA Justin
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>> Postulation

miru (wonderful) and oculus (eye), and liter-
ally means “what is wonderful to the eye”. 
Robert’s Dictionary defines it as “an extraor-
dinary event in which one believes in a di-
vine intervention benevolent to which one 
attributes spiritual significance.” The thirty 
healings carried out by Jesus and recounted 
in the Gospels form the basis of Christian 
thought in this matter and bear witness to the 
presence of God among men. Jesus did not 
carry out these healings so much to prove his 
divinity as to invite those healed to change 
their lives. Thus, in the New Testament, ev-
ery miracle is the prelude to a conversion. We 
are not looking for the sensational. St. Augus-
tine sees them as a concession made by God 
to man’s weakness: “The Christian is all the 
stronger because he does not seek them2.” It 
should be noted, however, that Christ does 
not seek these sick people: more often than 
not, they are the ones who come to him. The 
confidence they show in Jesus and their faith 
in his healing power is what helps them to 
recover health. This is the recurring mean-

To proclaim the sainthood of a per-
son, why does the Church have to go 
through the affirmation of a miracle 

due to his/her intercession? When one says 
miracle, it means an unexplained phenom-
enon. It means anything that one tends to re-
gard with disdain and that one dismisses with 
the flip of the hand. What are miracles, if not 
“observable and quantifiable events ... God’s 
signatures, invisible and alien to reason”? 
This word “only has meaning in a religious 
context,” notes historian Patrick Sbalchiero, 
in the many works he has devoted to the sub-
ject1.

But isn’t the usage of the word “miracle” 
often overused? We talk about medical mira-
cles, of course, but also of a miraculous prod-
uct or of an economic miracle, etc. The word 
has lost its sacred resonance.

A miracle is the expression of a “special 
and gratuitous” intervention of God in the 
lives of men, a sign sent by him in the form 
of a material wonder that can be spiritual and 
sensational. The word comes from the Latin 

Miracles and sainthood
In the Catholic Church, the procedures for beatification and 
canonization include, with some exceptions, the recognition 
of a “miracle”. What do miracles mean in this context, but 
also, more generally, for our faith?
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the disciples of Jesus perform 
miracles (No. 434). Miracles are 
the signs that attest to the work of 
the Father in Jesus. In 1734, Pope 
Benedict XIV (Cardinal Prosper 
Lambertini) established seven 
criteria for the official recogni-
tion of a miracle. For a cure to be 
considered miraculous, it must 
be:

1. That the disease is severe 
and impossible or difficult to 
cure;

2. That the cured disease did 
not reach its final stage, so that, 
soon after, it should have less-
ened;

3. That drugs have not been 
taken or have been shown to be 
ineffective;

4. That the healing be sudden 
and instantaneous;

5. That the healing be perfect;
6. That it be preceded by nei-

ther a noticeable evacuation nor a 
crisis;

7. Finally, that the eradicated 
disease does not return.

But long before, as early as 
the 11th century, the Magisterium 
exercised its right to control the 
miracles declared by the faithful, 

ing of “Your faith saved you.” A 
miracle, Vatican Council II says, 
is a confirmation of the pres-
ence of the Kingdom of God on 
earth.3 Its recognition assumes 
that the extraordinary phenom-
enon examined is inexplicable in 
the current state of science and it 
is connected to prayers addressed 
to God by the intercession of the 
Servant of God.

In every period of its history, 
the Church has been confronted 
with supernatural phenomena, 
and the lives of the saints are 
punctuated by them. While these 
“wonderful events” have had 
their moments of glory in the 
past, unexplained healings appear 
to be the most frequent miracles: 
of the 1,200 miracles recognized 
by the Church over the past four 
centuries, 1,100 are healings (and 
the remaining 100 are “wonder-
ful facts” of differing natures). 
Miraculous healings were par-
ticularly numerous in the 20th 
century (546 were officially rec-
ognized by the Church, compared 
to 164 in the 19th century). This 
is notably explained by the strong 
propensity of Pope John Paul II to 
promote beatifications and canon-
izations, for which the presence of 
miracles is always required. Sci-
ence does not speak of miracles 
but of “inexplicable phenomena 
in the current state of its knowl-
edge.” “The positivist medicine 
of the early 20th century, with its 
sure and robust statements, has 
given way to a more relativistic 
medicine, which assumes uncer-
tainty,” notes sociologist Laetitia 
Ogorzelec-Guinchard, author of 
a thesis on the recognition of the 
miracles of Lourdes4.

What does the Catechism say 
about the miracle? Miracles are 
“external evidence of Revela-
tion,” “certain signs of Revela-
tion,” “grounds for credibility.” 
(No. 156) The Gospel tells us that 

defying deceptions. Therefore, 
Rome required rigorous inves-
tigations, witness accounts and, 
soon, thorough medical analyses. 
Throughout history, the Church 
has only hardened its critical 
stance in this regard. In the 19th 
century, she feared being labelled 
naïve in the face of triumphant ra-
tionalism. “At the end of th 19th 
century, Jean-Martin Charcot, a 
doctor at the Salpêtrière, argued 
that miraculous healings were in 
fact hysteria,” as noted earlier by 
sociologist Laetitia Ogorzelec-
Guinchard. 

It was in response to these at-
tacks that the Church established 
the Lourdes Medical Office in 
1883. The severity of the recog-
nition procedure still discourages 
many potential “miracle believ-
ers”. The latest arrangements 
made by the Church for miracle 
recognition trials are becoming 
more and more stringent. The 
new regulation of the medical 
commission implemented by the 
Congregation for the Cause of 
Saints, with the approval of Pope 
Francis on September 23, 2016, 
goes in this direction.
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Graces Obtained
“During the novena and prayers through the intercession of the 

Venerable Father d'Alzon, I asked that the throbbing tinnitus I was 
suffering from stop. It stopped and did not return. I wanted to bear 
witness to this” (February 2020, Bagard, Gard).

“My grandson Raphaël was looking for an internship to complete 
his master's degree, so I immediately started the novena. On the last 
day of my prayers, Raphaël phoned me that he had two internship pos-
sibilities. After several interviews, he starts his internship tomorrow, 
November 29th. I immediately thanked Father d'Alzon for his inter-
cession before the Lord, as I was so discouraged. Thank you again to 
all of you who allowed me to discover and pray to Father d'Alzon and 
to obtain this grace. I will continue to pray so that the Church will rec-
ognize his sainthood.” (November 2019, Villeneuve-lès-Maguelonne, 
Hérault)
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tinued to exercise strict control 
over the treatment of miracles. 
The miracle, considered as a sign 
from heaven, digitus Dei, gener-
ally confirmed the heroism of 
virtues, maintained for a process 
of beatification or canonization. 
When the so-called miracle is 
found, it is up to the bishop of the 
diocese to decide whether to open 
an investigation and determine its 
exact circumstances, both medi-
cal and spiritual. This discovery 
remains his purview; he has the 
responsibility to collect the infor-
mation inherent in this cause, ac-
cording to the standards defined 
for it.

From the beginning of the 
17th century, the Church set up 
the recognition of sainthood by 
steps: beatification and then can-
onization. The first blessed to be 
subjected to this procedure was 
Saint Francis of Sales5. The dif-
ference between a blessed and a 
saint is that the first is recognized 
by a local or regional entity (di-
ocesan, religious order or con-

gregation ...) and the second is 
addressed by a universal entity. 
At each stage, recognition of a 
miracle is required.

Each case has a long jour-
ney: the diocesan trial, which is 
the first major step, and then the 
Roman trial which culminates in 
the signature of the candidate’s 
“heroic virtues” by the Pope and 
which then takes the title of “Ven-
erable.” There is one exception: 
martyrdom which, in itself, is 
considered a “miracle” of a sort. 
The process for a miracle “con-
stitutes the divine confirmation 
of the judgment expressed by the 
ecclesiastical authorities about 
the virtue of life” ... “Let us not 
forget,” stresses Pope Benedict 
XVI, “that the examination of mi-
raculous manifestations falls un-
der the competence of scientists 
and theologians, and that the last 
word rests with theology, the only 
one able to give the event an in-
terpretation of faith. But we must 
also consider the uninterrupted 
practice of the Church, which sets 
the need for a material miracle 
and not merely a moral one”. The 
authenticated miracle must have 
taken place after the death of this 
servant of God, as a proof of his 
communion with God after his 
death.

The procedure that begins 
then is equivalent to that of the 
recognition of the heroism of vir-
tues. It follows the diocesan and 
then the Roman path. The deci-
sion to open the diocesan trial 
requires the three initial consul-
tations (that of the bishops, the 
faithful and the Holy See). The 
process then follows the same 
standards as that of such cases. It 
is only at the end of this long pro-
cedure, going through the com-
mittee of doctors and experts, that 
of theologians and the meeting 

The Church’s discernment in 
the recognition of miracles fol-
lows increasingly stringent crite-
ria, as Patrick Sbacheiro explains. 
It must be consistent with the 
teaching of the Church, although 
it is not an object of faith. He 
stresses that “the miracle shows 
what the Creator calls the world 
to”: to become a divine real-
ity, that it be a sign, a bearer of 
meaning that does not deprive 
man of the freedom to exercise 
his critical mind and finally that 
it has true substance. This is what 
makes it possible to attest to the 
signature of God.

It is since the decree of the 
Fifth Lateran Council, on Decem-
ber 19, 1516, that the recognition 
of a miracle can only be pro-
claimed after its validation of au-
thenticity by the ecclesiastical au-
thority. The case of the miracles 
authenticated for the beatification 
and canonization of St. Charles 
Borromeo in 1609-1610 served as 
the norm. And for more than four 
centuries, the Church has con-

>> Postulation

A testimony
“We discovered Father d'Alzon through our son Mathieu, 23 years 

ago, (he had spent six months in Romania with the Oblates and with 
the Assumption Fathers). Our children were at the ISC of the City 
of Bois, an institution run by the Oblate Sisters of the Assumption. 
We took part in the pilgrimage from June 7 to 11 in the footsteps of 
Father d'Alzon, which allowed us to “incarnate” ourselves in the life 
of the Founder, placing him in his time, the 19th century. Emmanuel 
d'Alzon explored many areas, but did not focus on anything in par-
ticular. What unites us is this: “Our congregation is nothing extraor-
dinary, but we are simply Catholics.” Quite simply, but with all his 
strength and with all his heart, the commitment of our baptism calls 
us “to educate by raising up” and to make “the Kingdom of God grow 
in us and around us”... That is what nourishes his path to sainthood. 
A blueprint that is easy to apply! A journey turned towards God, with 
the daily Eucharist as essential nourishment, so as to make the Love 
of Christ, of Mary and of the Church grow in us.” (June 2019, a fam-
ily from Juvisy)
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of bishops and cardinals which 
then determines whether or not to 
submit the case to the final judg-
ment of the Pope. The Pope does 
not take his decision lightly. And 
it is only after his approval once 
the authenticity of the miracle is 
confirmed, which then opens the 
way to beatification or canoniza-
tion. Officially then, the pope 
grants an audience to the prefect 
of the Congregation for the Cause 
of the Saints and authorizes him 
to make public the decree con-
cerning the miracle attributed to 
the intercession of the venerable 
or the blessed.

It should be noted that for 
the recognition of a miracle, a 
real investigation is initiated that 
extends over a period of 5 to 10 
years after the healing. The mini-
mum period of 5 years refers to 
the legal waiting time to prove 
that a lasting cure has followed 
a serious physical illness. The 
diocesan bishop who is respon-

deeds and words without defer-
ring them to God; he alone is the 
source of their manifestation for 
the edification of the weakest. 

They are not here to arouse 
admiration, but to grow the faith. 
Time and heaven make the saints, 
let us treat them as brothers and 
sisters, who, by their lives, have 
shown us the traces of God acting 
at the heart of our humanity. In his 
apostolic exhortation, Gaudete et 
exsultate, on the call to holiness 
in today’s world, Pope Francis 
calls us to rely on the saints, to 
be stimulated by their examples 
to seek to develop “what God has 
placed in each of us, to make it 
flourish and for us to grow in the 
stature of Christ, to the full mea-
sure of Christ, that is, charity.”

P. Bernard LE LÉANNEC

General Postulator

sible for such an investigation is 
the one where the healed person 
lives or the one where the events 
took place. It is he who submits 
the case of unexplained healing 
to a group of experts, theologians 
and doctors, believers or non-
believers. The potential “miracu-
lously healed” is questioned and 
examined, his medical record dis-
sected. Depending on the opinion 
given, the bishop then decides 
whether to open the canonical in-
quiry or reject it.

If the statement has caught his 
attention, the bishop calls for the 
establishment of a commission 
to instruct the investigation. Sci-
ence and faith work together to 
arrive at the conclusion of an un-
explained healing, given the cur-
rent knowledge of science. The 
Catholic Church remains cau-
tious in its recognition of these 
supernatural facts. What for? It 
is not about bringing to the fore-
front people who make admirable 

1) Dictionary of Miracles and 
the Extraordinary Christians, Ed. 
Fayard, 2002, p.880; The Church 
in the Face of Miracles, From 
the Gospel to the Present, Fa-
yard, 2008, p. 504; In search of 
miracles in the Catholic Church, 
Artège, 2019, p. 318.
2) De Trinitate I, III, IX, 19.
3) Vatican Council II, Constitu-
tion Lumen Gentium, 5
4) The Miracle and the Inves-
tigation, Unexplained cures to 
the test of medicine Ed. PUF, 
2014, p.246.
5) Beatified by Alexander VII on 
January 8, 1662, canonized on 
April 19, 1665 and proclaimed 
doctor of the Church by Pius IX 
on November 16, 1877.
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The last canonization in Rome in October 2019: that of Cardinal Newman... 
In a letter to Mother Marie Eugénie dated January 4, 1846, d'Alzon speaks of 
"a few tears that [he] shed over the account of Mr. Newman's conversion," 
adding: "I see my vocation before me more clearly than ever, together with 
the obligation to strive for the most perfect".
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The Miracle of La Bonne PresseLa Bonne Presse  
(Part 1)

PRELIMINARY NOTE
This text was found in the Archives of 

the Province of France, typed but as a du-
plicate copy in the “alcohol machine”; 
some pages had to be deciphered, as they 
were no longer readable in their entirety. 
Has this 19-page text, obviously prepared 
for publication, been published? It does not 
appear so. So far we have found nothing in 
our Archives in Rome on this subject. Until 
further information, I therefore make the 
following hypothesis.

This text was written for Christmas 1953 
by Fr. Gervais, Superior General Emeritus, 
to appear as Pages d’Archives, an internal 
document of the congregation, a contri-
bution to history written by witnesses. Fr. 
Gervais, a customary of the genre, wrote 
several issues of this series: of the 14 pub-
lished from 1954 to 1961, eight are in his 
hand. The miracle of La Bonne Presse has 
quite the style of this series, with the sub-
title ‘Page d’histoire assomptionniste’. In 
addition, like all the Pages d’Archives, it 
begins with a summary.

Why hasn’t it been published? One 
should consult the minutes of the General 
Council of the time, which perhaps tell us 
why. In my opinion, three reasons seem ob-
vious:

- First, since the dissolution of the con-
gregation in 1900, every effort has been 
made to continue La Croix et la Bonne 
Presse, “officially” without the Assump-
tionists. This has created a culture of se-
crecy and the unspoken, in order to save 

legal appearances vis-à-vis the State. It 
seems that in 1953 it was already possible 
to reveal these secrets, but perhaps not yet 
to write them down.

- Second reason: Paul Féron-Vrau, who 
rendered great services to the Assumption 
and to La Bonne Presse, is questioned here 
for just reasons. But isn’t it indecent to re-
veal them in 1953, when he was still living 
in Lille until 1955?

- Finally, third reason: Fr. Gervais, who 
in 1953 retained a great moral authority, 
but without any more responsibility for 
government, gave directives for La Bonne 
Presse which seemed to go beyond his 
rights. Fr. Wilfrid Dufault, a young Supe-
rior General since 1952, did not follow this 
line and did not appoint an Assumptionist 
as administrator general of La Bonne Pres-
se, as Fr. Gervais wished. 

P. Patrick Zago

 

>> Archives notes 

Here we begin the publication of an unpublished document: a history 
of La Bonne Presse written in 1953 by T.R.P. Gervais Quenard, former 
Superior General of the Congregation. Some of the facts reported are 
well known, others are no doubt less well known, even unpublished. 
We owe it to Fr. Patrick Zago, archivist of the Province of Europe, 
whom we thank for having sent it to us.
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I - STAT CRUX DUM VOLVITUR 
ORBIS

A good moment. In 1953, 
we celebrated the 70th anniver-
sary of the humble Paper Cross 
which proudly stands on its old 
Maison de la Bonne Presse. At 
the same time, we celebrated the 
fiftieth anniversary of the death 
of its inspired founder, Father 
Picard, without forgetting Father 
Bailly who, for 18 years, was its 
prodigious animator. From the 
day in June 1883, when the hum-
ble newspaper appeared under 
the blessing of Don Bosco, while 
passing through Grenelle, if it has 
held firm until today, it is by a 
prolonged miracle.

It had been created on the re-
turn from the second Pilgrimage 
of Penance to Jerusalem; and a 
pious pilgrim had prayed there 
for this intention and said: “Put 
a crucifix on your daily newspa-
per and it will draw everything 
to itself”. The pilgrimage cross 
had just been erected at Mont-
martre and Fr Bailly saw in it a 
good omen. La Croix was going 
to brave some strange upheavals; 
beginning with total despoilment 
and two terrible wars. Placed well 
above political regimes, it suf-
fered them harshly, until the late 
day when they finally welcomed 
it honestly. 

She has a fine record of ser-
vice to the Church of God and it 
would be urgent to describe her 
detailed history. Even today, this 
same La Croix continues its mis-
sion in the strange confusion of 
our atomic age. It continues to be 
the faithful echo of the unshake-
able Church, trying every day to 
give the Christian response to the 
anguishing problems facing souls 
and human societies. She simply 
wishes to realize her motto of 
proclaiming above all the Reign 
of God, Adveniat regnum tuum.

Pius XI once recommended 
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Echoing this, 
a letter from Fr. Dufault

I add to the file a letter from Fr. Dufault that I found. Dated No-
vember 5, 1953, it was sent to all the Provincials, accompanying Une 
page d’histoire assomptionniste: le Chapitre de 1921-1922 The new 
General Superior puts to the fore arguments as valuable as those of 
Fr. Quenard in’ Le miracle de La Bonne Presse”:

My dear Father,
T.R.P. Gervais is willing to devote himself to writ-

ing a few monographs which will constitute very precious 
testimonies and documents for the history of the family.                                                                                                                                      
We are sending a copy of the first one to the Rvd. Frs. Provincials. It 
will inform them about a particularly delicate period that will allow 
them to better appreciate the insignia of divine protection over our 
family.                                                                                 

We doubt that the time has come to offer such documents to the 
reading of all religious. Events may not yet be sufficiently in the 
past, and detailed knowledge of them may do more harm than good. 
That is why we are content to bring them to the attention of the Pro-
vincials alone.

Wilfrid J. Dufault
 Rome, 5th November 1953

Simeon Vailhé had given a conference at Lormoy on 28 January 
1948, entitled “Appointment of Fr. Gervais Quenard by the Holy See 
in 1923”. Fr. Quenard, then Superior General, advised to postpone 
the publication of the conference. In 1954, informed of this notice, 
Fr. Siméon Vailhé, in his turn, prevented its publication (Fr. Touven-
eraud, Le régime des Provinces à l’Assomption, Rome, p. 7-8).

Patrick Zago

ing erected on Bayard Street. He 
saw in La Croix “the most impor-
tant and indeed the only happy 
undertaking of our century (the 
nineteenth), as far as the popu-
lar Catholic press is concerned. 
Here, he said, is something truly 
unheard of, and I ask for forgive-
ness to the Reverend Fathers and 
their devoted auxiliaries, their de-
votion; their talents, all their qual-
ities, are not enough to explain it. 
One must refer to a higher expla-

me to found a La Croix in every 
country. Our Province of Belgium 
created its own from its very own 
birth.

Blessed work. At every step 
of an already long stage, we have 
been able to feel God’s assis-
tance, and nothing could be a bet-
ter encouragement for those of us 
today. As early as 1891, Bishop 
d’Hulst, a wise man who weighed 
his words, proclaimed it loudly 
when he blessed the first build-
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nation, one must recognize the 
blessing of God! Picard simply 
replied: “I thank you, Bishop, for 
having interpreted the thought of 
the authors of La Croix so well.”

What would the former Rec-
tor of the Catholic Institute, a 
member of Parliament, say today, 
after 70 years? This blessing, at-
tested to from the very begin-
ning, we must keep it with us 
and earn it every day. Moreover, 
it never ceases to be implored in 
the two chapels of the big house, 
as it was from the beginning, at 
the feet of the smiling Virgin of 
Rue François 1er. This is the very 
atmosphere in which this difficult 
work must breathe in the midst of 
the supernatural.

Touching fidelity. Now, 
even in the holiest causes, as in 
the most united families, there 
can be clashes, misunderstand-
ings and even regrettable errors, 
as in every human thing. Here we 
shall give a few little-known ex-

amples, which have lasted over a 
long period of time, when events 
have reduced us to an extremely 
delicate situation, a period which 
seems to be coming to an end.

It would be all too easy, after 
the event and with peace at last 
restored, to judge those who were 
once persecuted to death, a perse-
cution that lasted a long time and 
remained threatening for even 
longer. Those of that time had, all 
together, the unforgettable merit 
of saving the work and sacrific-
ing themselves admirably. They 
all worked well and fought well. 
And God gave the victory ‘so that 
no one would glorify himself”. A 
quick glance is enough to show 
this.

In 1900, at the time of the iniq-
uitous expulsion of the founders, 
there were not only the great of-
ficial rescuers, but close to them, 
close to some of the surviving Fa-
thers and close to the secularized 
Oblates, all the personnel had 

>> Archives notes 

1) P.  François Picard (1831-1903), 
successor of Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon 
as the head of the congregation 
(1880-1903)He launches the daily 
La Croix (16 June 1883) with the 
help of 
Fr. Vincent de Paul Bailly, and makes 
of la Bonne Presse a real journalis-
tic arsenal which aims at reaching 
all levels of society by a large range 
of titles (30 in 25 years). 
2) P. Vincent de Paul Bailly (1832-
1912), « un vrai titi parisien, fils 
chéri du P. d’Alzon » (J.-P. Périer-
Muzet). He is the soul and the pen 
of la Bonne Presse, from 1873 to 
1900. But in  1900, in order to qui-
et the tensed relationship between 
the Vatican and the French govern-
ment, Rome requested by a verbal 
note to the Assumtionists, to leave 
La Croix.
3) Mgr d’Hulst (Maurice Le Sage 
d’Hauteroche d’Hulst, 1841-1896). 
Vicar General of Paris, was given 
the responsibility by the arch-
bishop, Cardinal Guibert to found 
l’Institut Catholique de Paris, for 
which he was the Rector from 1881 
until his death.
4) Paul Féron-Vrau (1864-1955), 
an industrialist from the North, 
called by Fr. Picard, to run La Bonne 
Presse, after the dissolution of the 
Assumptionist congregation, since 
April 1, 1900. He remained there 
until his resignation as President 
of the Société de la Maison de la 
Bonne Presse in the summer of 
1926.
5)  P. Ambroise (Émile) Jacquot 
(1861-1934). From 1886 to 1934, 
he became “the person in charge 
of all the services of the admin-
istration of La Bonne Presse”. In 
1900, he was officially “secular-
ized” in order to thwart all searches 
and prosecutions. From 1905 until 
his death, he added to his duties 
the office of General Treasurer of 
the congregation.
6)  Léon Berteaux (1867-1938). In 
1884, he was in charge of the small 
workshop founded to compose La 
Croix, which was to become the 
vast printing house of la Bonne 
Presse. 

In the courtyard of the Street François 1er.
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united around the new leadership, 
without the slightest defection, to 
defend the work and to save it. 
And this miracle of fidelity has 
continued to this day. Let us men-
tion what happened at the time of 
the iniquitous spoliation.

On December 26, 1908, after 
eight years of legal wrangling, 
all those who, on the floors of 
the holy factory, are the good ar-
tisans of our great apostolate of 
the press, gathered together in 
the Geography Room to raise a 
solemn protest against the liqui-
dator-questor, then transformed 
into a simple spoliation. They all 
undertook to follow Mr. Féron-
Vrau, who had become their true 
and sole boss since April 1, 1900, 
to the end.

The House had escaped the 
terrible earthquake and would 
see others, but it would continue 
its excellent work unceasingly, 
in spite of the rather fragile foun-
dations on which it rested at the 
time. We will mention them in 
more details, after first briefly 
recalling the humble beginnings 
and the glorious battles led by the 
young La Croix, and by his elder, 
Le Pèlerin, against the repeated 
aggressions of anticlericalism. 
Today we forget too much about 
the side where the aggressors 
were.

II - TRIUMPHAL MARCH AND 
PROSCRIPTION 

Modest start. La Bonne 
Presse, as we know, was born on 
the rooftops of the old chapel in 
Rue François 1er, where the pret-
ty Madonna to whom Fr. Picard 
had given the name of Our Lady 
of Salvation, Salus nostra in tem-
pore tribulationis, had reigned 
since 1871.

Let us summarize once again 
the first steps of the work.

Le Pèlerin, a small bulletin 
of the great pilgrimages, born in 
1873 and which became an il-
lustrated magazine in 1877, was 
launched at that time by Fr. Bail-
ly, with his supplement La Vie des 
Saints (The Lives of the Saints). 
Fr. d’Alzon collaborated actively 
in it during the last three years of 
his life. But his long-standing de-
sire was to become a daily news-
paper. In 1880, La Croix mensu-
elle (monthly) appeared, and Fr. 
d’Alzon provided it with articles 
until the day before his death. It 
was after another three years that 
the little penny-pin newspaper 
was launched, without the slight-
est resource and without support, 
by a most audacious act of faith. 
It was written in the attic of the 
poor chapel, where people prayed 
with admirable fervour and print-
ed outside, like Le Pèlerin itself. 

A branch office. A year later, 
1884, 20 Cours la Reine (now Al-
bert I), General Foy’s house, was 
rented and the Oblate Sisters be-
gan to compose Le Pèlerin there, 
the forms of which were taken 
to an outside printing house. 
Shortly afterwards, the workshop 
of Gustave Doré was also rent-
ed at No. 3, rue Bayard, which 
was connected by its courtyard 
with No. 20 Cours la Reine. The 
two houses were bought later in 
1889. But in 1887, Father Am-
broise, appointed administrator 
of the little Bonne Presse, had 
taken possession of it. A modest 
printing house was established 
in rue Bayard, and the young Fr. 
Ambroise turned the crank with 
his hand, together with the young 
Léon Berteaux. There were print-
ed not only The Daily La Croix, 
but also La Croix du dimanche 
and La Vie des saints, Le Pèlerin, 
Le Cosmos, which was given to 
him by his founder, Father Moig-
no.(7) Abbé Pagès brought with 
him in 1891 Questions actuelles 
when he entered the novitiate in 
Livry.

First team. At La Croix, 
young people and old people gath-
ered with enthusiasm around Fr. 
Bailly and his faithful secretary, 
Gabriel Strous (9). Were there as 
well M. de Moidrey (Le Paysan), 
Abbé Simonis (Le Sage), the ar-
dent Joseph Pénard, Fr. Adéodat 
(13), Hervagault (14), Coudey 
(15) etc. In 1889, a young priest 
of 24 years, Edmond Loutil, vicar 
at Clichy, came to offer his pen 
to Father Bailly who welcomed 
him and told him that La Croix 
was “a battle to be won every 
day”. And since then, 65 years 
ago, Pierre L’Ermite has never 
failed to launch every Saturday 
his sparkling article to the four 
winds of the world, adding to it 
almost every year a book with a 
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Search at the editorial office of "La Croix" (1899).



large circulation, immediately 
translated into many countries, 
and always free of charge, books 
and articles. No writer was read 
as much as this extraordinary 
parish priest of Paris, lovingly 
attached to his parish. We have 
just celebrated his 90th birthday, 
which he happily carries.

In the middle of a battle. 
From the very beginning, La 
Croix had thrown itself into the 
battle that the parties in power 
were violently waging against 
the Church. I repeat, one must 
have been present to appreciate 
exactly these distant facts, in the 
present calm. For the enemies 
of that time, the Church had fin-
ished its time and they almost 
made it their duty to reduce it to a 
state of mercy. They proclaimed 
themselves the sons of the great 
Ancestors of 1789 and, as such, 
they claimed to be the only true 
republicans, against the reaction 
of the various monarchical par-
ties, Legitimists, Orleanists, or 
Bonapartists, to which the Catho-
lics were linked in the great ma-
jority. With the voice of the Pope, 
La Croix had loyally rallied to the 
regime, not without losing many 
friends and even more subscrib-
ers. But in accepting the Con-
stitution of 1875, it claimed that 
freely oppose legislation that was 
becoming increasingly anticleri-
cal with each new ministry. 

Growth - However, every-
thing seemed to be going quite 
well in the two adjoining houses. 
There were expansions and trans-
formations even at Rue François 
1er where, on March 25, 1899, 
Fr. Picard was able to bless the 
beautiful new shrine erected at 
Notre Dame de Salut on the site 
of the old chapel. On the follow-
ing July 1, he blessed again, in 
Rue Bayard, the first stone of a 
construction that extended the 
building of 1891, on the free 

>> Archives notes 

7) Abbé François Napoléon Marie Moigno (1804-1884), French mathema-
tician and popularizer of science. Main editor of scientific newspapers 
and magazines, in particular Cosmos, which was taken over by La Bonne 
Presse in 1884.
8) Father Michael Pagès. Was an Assumptionist novice in Livry in 1892, but 
did not persevere.
9.  Gabriel Strouss, Father Bailly’s secretary, from 1881. For 50 years he 
was secretary of the editorial staff of La Croix.
10) Abbé Tardif de Moidrey (1828-1879). Great friend of the Assumption, 
especially on pilgrimages. He wrote a book, edited after his death in 1893 
by the editors of the Typographie augustinienne, and offered to Father 
Vincent de Paul Bailly, on his return from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Le 
livre de Ruth. Essai d’interprétation morale.
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land of the grand hotel of Prince 
Bonaparte, he acquired himself 
in 1897, at N° 22 and 22 bis of 
the Cours La Reine.

Nothing was as lively as the 
annual Congress of La Croix, al-
ways presided over by Fr Picard 
and enamelled with the repar-
tee of Fr Bailly. The novices of 
Livry were mobilised to serve the 
meals taken in common and they 
vibrated in contact with the con-
gress participants.

On the same date, all the 
staff of La Bonne Presse came 
to Livry for lunch each year, 600 
in number, brought by large up-
holsterers, led by six horses. The 
novices were delighted to serve 
them and to sing for them.

La Croix was then drawing 
at 150,000, and Pierre L’Ermite 
had been able, in three weeks, 
to raise a million (a sum, at that 
date!) to complete the dome of 
Montmartre, with an article en-
titled “Les Mille Mille (tickets)”! 
Le Pèlerin drew 250,000; La Vie 
des saints, 365,000; La Croix du 
dimanche, 400,000. New publi-
cations had been published: Les 
Contemporains in 1892, circula-
tion 28,000 and Le mois littéraire 
et pittoresque had begun in 1899 
with 10,500 subscribers; Le Noël, 
still wandering in the cradle, was 
reaching 8,500 families.

All this represented an impor-
tant force that was appreciated 
even in Rome, from where Leo 
XIII then entrusted Father Picard 
(and Father Wyard, General of 
the Trappists) with a secret mis-
sion to the bishops of France, to 
try to bring about the union of 
Catholics.

Vain condemnation - As 
a result, the government was 
frightened and, in order to reach 
La Croix, it would simply con-
demn the Assumptionists to dis-
appear from France. On Novem-
ber 11, 1899, an odious search 

was carried out in all their hous-
es; in January 1900, the Congre-
gation was condemned to be dis-
solved, a sentence confirmed on 
appeal the following March. It 
was an atrocious moment for the 
founders who loyally bowed to a 
desire of Rome to save the other 
congregations. Fr. Picard simply 
affirmed his happiness at having 
nothing left. Fr. Bailly went one 
last time to his office, knelt down 
and, raising his eyes with tears in 
his eyes, walked away and never 
came back.

This is the moment when the 
miracle will come to light in a 
significant way.

While the congregations will 
be suppressed, bishoprics con-
fiscated, schools and seminaries 
closed, and the churches them-
selves handed over to the com-
munes, La Croix, aimed the first, 
will remain standing alone sol-
idly, and one can truly say of it to 
the letter: Stat crux, dum volvitur 
orbis. Not only will it continue 
the struggle under the very nose 
of the receiver-liquidator, but in 
its shadow the work of the press 
will be further developed in a re-
markable way.

God obviously put his hand to 
it. He aroused admirable devo-
tion. Not only among those who 
took on the heavy management 
of the house that was bought, but 
among all the personnel who re-
mained attached to the work with 
admirable fidelity. In fact, not all 
the condemned religious left at 
all. Many Sisters also remained 
secularized on the spot for wom-
en’s services. In the many servic-
es of the huge house, one could 
feel the spirit of the founders 
still blowing more than ever. You 
only have to read on to see this.

T.R.P. Gervais QUENARD

(to be continued)

11)  Father Jacques-Ignace Simonis 
(1831-1903). Superior of the Sisters 
of the Most Holy Saviour of Nieder-
bronn, he is known above all as the 
“protestant deputy” of Alsace. 
12) Joseph Pénard. In fact, he is 
Joseph Ménard (1859-1911). A 
journalist at La Croix in the 1890s, 
he left the newspaper, fed up with 
being kept in subordinate tasks 
by Fr. Bailly, and disagreeing with 
him about the rallying. He will be 
deputy for the Seine in 1910 for the 
Catholic party of Piou and Féron-
Vrau (Note by Yves Pitette).  
13) P. Adéodat (Jean-François) 
Debauge (1860-1910). As a young 
man, he entered the service of La 
Bonne Presse and collaborated in 
the two publications of Le Labou-
reur and La Croix du dimanche. He 
signed his articles “Un petit labou-
reur”. He became an Assumptionist 
novice in 1889 and was ordained a 
priest in 1892. He then returned to 
La Bonne Presse. A temperament 
fighter, he launched pamphlets 
and leaflets that mixed him with 
the politico-religious struggles of 
the end of the 19th century. Above 
all, however, he organized and di-
rected the Justice and Equality 
Committees, which were strongly 
involved in the electoral process.
14) François Hervagault, who came 
in 1881, was in charge of corre-
spondence, then manager in the 
general administration.
15) Coudey. No information.
16) Pierre L’Ermite, pen name of 
abbé (then Mgr) Edmond Loutil 
(1863-1959). He was vicar of Clichy 
when he was hired as a journalist 
at La Croix by Fr. Bailly, and a pro-
lific author of popular novels pub-
lished by La Bonne Presse. Cf. the 
thesis devoted to him by the histo-
rian Yves Poncelet, Pierre l’Ermite 
(Cerf 2011).
17) In an article of January 1943, La 
France Catholique reports that La 
Croix was the first paper to cut links 
with the political parties in order to 
focus only on the religious matters. 
(Note of Fr. Gervais Quénard)
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Nicolas Potteau, Saint Augustine and Isaiah

Fr. Nicolas Potteau defended his doctoral 
thesis in theology on December 19, 2019, 

entitled “Augustine, reader and interpreter of 
the book of Isaiah”. It has been a long time 
since a thesis on Saint Augustine was produced 
at the Assumption. Nicolas, currently novice 
master at Saint-Lambert-des-Bois (France), 
has already illustrated himself with a precious 
work on the history of the Assumption: a His-
tory of the Assumptionist Province of France 
in two volumes (“Cahiers du Bicentenaire”, 
2010). He would have liked to specialize in 
history in order to study our sources. But, as 
an obedient religious, he accepted the request 
to dedicate his research to Saint Augustine, 
under the direction of Isabelle Bochet, dean of 
the Faculty of Philosophy of the Centre Sèvres 
(Jesuit Faculties of Paris).

After five years of intense work, Nicolas 
presented his work brilliantly before his jury, 
composed, in addition to Isabelle Beauchet, of 
Fr. Michel Fédou, a Jesuit patrologist and ecu-
menist, president of the jury, Martine Dulaey, 
Alban Massie, a Jesuit from Brussels, and an 
exegete specializing in Isaiah. 

Already important by its volume (more than 
600 pages), Nicolas’ work is especially impor-
tant by its originality. Until then there was no 
work of such magnitude on Augustine’s use of 
the book of Isaiah (1).  Nicholas proceeded in 
a systematic way, constituting a computer data-
base of all the occurrences of the prophet in the 
immense work of St. Augustine: the objective 
quotations, but also those less explicit or more 
allusive. 

The first part of the thesis is devoted to Au-
gustine’s “reading of the book of Isaiah”. What 
Bibles did he have before his eyes? Which text 
did he favour? What liturgical readings were 
made of it? What recourse to Isaiah in the vari-
ous controversies (Manichean, Donatist, Pela-
gian, etc.)? What verses from Isaiah are used 
in Augustinian hermeneutics? Part 2 studies 
Augustine’s interpretation of the oracles of Isa-
iah: Isaiah the prophet of Christ; Israel and the 
Church, etc. 

The work of Fr. Nicolas, of a broad scope 
and rigorous depth of analysis, has been judged 
to be of great value since he obtained maxima 
cum laude with the request to edit his thesis 
quickly.

The defense allowed the jury to praise the 
“glorious names of the Assumption” who con-
secrated themselves to Augustine. Obviously 
Fr. Goulven Madec was abundantly cited, but 
also Frs. Georges Folliet, Marcel Neusch and 
others who worked at the Institute of Augustin-
ian Studies.

Coincidence: in this year 2020, another Au-
gustinian thesis has just been defended at the 
Saint-Anselme Institute in Rome by Fr. Roger 
Corriveau, of the Proovince of North America 
(defence made at a distance, because of corona-
virus!). Let us hope that these two theses written 
by Assumptionists will inspire many vocations, 
and that they are the beginnings of a renewal of 
Augustinian studies at the Assumption. Finally, 
I form another desire, that Nicolas will continue 
to trace his furrow in Augustinian studies.

P. Benoît GRIÈRE

1) As early as the 1960s and 1970s, a great Augustinian scholar, Anne-
Marie La Bonnardière, in her Biblia augustiniana, studied Augustine's 
use of biblical quotations in the historical books, Ezekiel and the 
Twelve Little Prophets, as well as some epistles of St. Paul. But for 
Isaiah the work remained to be done. Now it is done.
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An itinerant retreat 
in the Holy Land

How to link ethics 
and theology?

Did you know that? Fr. Jean-Daniel Gullung has 
led more than sixty pilgrimages to the Holy Land 

since his ordination(!), a ministry that he has always 
conceived and practiced as an accompaniment, 
more than a tourist commentary or even only bibli-
cal. And of course, in the eight years that he has lived 
in this land, as Rector of Saint-Peter-in-Gallicantu, his 
intimate knowledge of such spirituality has only in-
creased.
Indeed, this region is not only 
the place where Scripture is 
born, but also our faith: to go 
there to recharge one’s bat-
teries is not only to rediscover 
the Gospel in the footsteps of 
Jesus, but to find in situ the 
call that the Lord ceases to 
address to us. This intuition is 
also at the origin of the book 
that Fr. Jean-Daniel has just 
published, taking up his vi-
sion of the principal Holy Places 
over a period of 15 days, in accordance with the well-
known collection in which it is included (1). 
The reader thus discovers himself a pilgrim on his 
way from Nazareth to Mount Zion, passing through 
Jericho and Cana, Gethsemane and the Holy Sepul-
chre: an itinerary, marked by meditated Gospel texts, 
which is obviously not geographical (even if the nec-
essary reference points are there) but spiritual. This 
little book therefore comes to render a great service: 
it helps the pilgrim not to wander off on such good 
paths, but it also brings the Holy Land to life for those 
who have not yet had the grace to walk it - especially 
with a guide of this quality!

M. K.

Praying for 15 days... with the Holy Places, by Jean-
Daniel Gullung (Nouvelle Cité, 120 p., €13.90).

In the same collection had already appeared in 2003 
a Prier 15 jours... avec Emmanuel d’Alzon, by Fr. Jean-
Paul Périer-Muzet.

Already a doctor in economics, Fr. Dominique 
Greiner has undertaken to become a doctor in 

theology as well. One might think that he thus marked 
two moments in his life: first of all a specialist in the 
social doctrine of the Church, head of the ethics de-
partment of the Catholic University 
of Lille, then religious editor of the 
daily newspaper La Croix... But that 
would be a reading error, so much 
so that the journalist he has fully 
become has not overshadowed 
the teacher and the researcher.
It is a question of articulation, in 
reflection as perhaps in the per-
sonal journey of Fr Dominique. 
Dominique’s thesis, included in 
this book, was defended in 2013 
at the Institut Catholique de Paris (with magna 
cum laude) and then crowned in 2014 with the Mau-
rice and Jean de Pange Prize. It deals with a German 
Lutheran theologian, Helmut Thielicke (1908-1986), 
under the title Is a Sectoral Theological Ethics Pos-
sible? 
The answer of the theologian under study was never 
to cut the theology off from the life of men, on pain of 
being secularized. In order to be credible, faith must 
be able to respond to the questions of our contem-
poraries and help them in the choices they have to 
make. The greatness of a Christian ethic will be to rise 
to such a challenge, confronting complexity and as-
suming necessary compromises. 
We will not summarize here the very dense approach 
of our theologian and journalist. Let us simply take up 
again the link he made between his “two lungs”, in the 
face of his thesis jury: “Faced with the complexity of 
the world, it is advisable to try to go beyond the obvi-
ous, the emotions, the polemics, the little sentences on 
which it is so easy to bounce back, in order to bring, as 
far as possible, ethical questioning to its climax and to 
identify the ultimate issues at stake. »

M. K.

Helmut Thielicke, a theology for the good of ethics, 
by Dominique Greiner (Cerf, 297 p., €28).

Books to read...<<



Our deceased Brothers

† Fr. Henri SCAGLIA, of 
the Layrac community 
(Province of Europe), died 
on February 17, 2020, 
in Layrac (France). His 
funeral was celebrated on 
February 19 in the chapel 
of Prieuré, followed by his 
interment in the Layrac 
cemetery. He was 95 years 
of age.

† Fr. Jobson FERREIRA 
BELINATO, of the 
community of São Paulo 
(Province of Brazil), died 
on February 25, 2020, 
in São Paulo (Brazil). His 
funeral was celebrated 
on February 26 in Espírito 
Santo of Pinhal, followed 
by interment in the 
cemetery of Pinhal. He was 
40 years of age.

† Fr. Thierry (Fernand) 
LEDOUX, of the 
community of Ciney 
(Province of Europe), 
died on March 13, 2020, 
in Dinant (Belgium). His 
funeral was celebrated on 
March 18 in the chapel of 
the Résidence du Sacré-
Coeur in Ciney, followed by 
interment at Saint-Gérard. 
He was 97 years of age. 

† Father Jean EXBRAYAT, 
of the community of 
Albertville (Province of 
Europe), died on April 
6, 2020 in Albertville 
(France). Due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, a 
brief tribute was paid to 
him the same day at the 
Ehpad Notre-Dame des 
Vignes, followed by burial 
at the Chiriac cemetery. He 
was 83 years old.
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So that AA News
can “talk” about you, 

please send information about the life

of the Assumption in your countries

to the General Secretariat 

michel.kubler@gmail.com 

before the end of each 
General Council.  
Thanks especially 

for sending photos and 
illustrations.
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