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The Assumptionist

Dear Partners 
in Mission,

As we begin to journey from 
winter to spring, we look 

forward to the blossoming 
of new life on Earth. In 

this issue we highlight how 
our mission in the North 
American Province has 
been enriched from the 
internationalization and 
diversity of the religious. 
We have gathered short 
reflections from both 

Assumptionists who are 
native to the North American 

province, namely Canada, 
Mexico and the United 

States and Assumptionists 
who join this province from 
others parts of the world. We 
highlight both experiences 
of cultivating communities 
of welcome and share the 
challenges of transitioning 
into a new cultural reality. 

The Assumptionists provide 
to us all a witness of what it is 
to embrace God through the 
great diversity of humanity.

Embracing God through the 
great gift of human diversity
Nothing has so visibly marked the life of the North American Province in the 
last twenty years as the presence in our communities of brothers from other 
countries and provinces. Without exception, each of our communities – in 
the US, in Mexico, in Québec - has at least one member from outside its own 
borders. This reality has strengthened our sense of belonging to something 
larger than ourselves, to a Congregation that has implanted itself in many 
different cultures throughout the world. 

It is for us both an enrichment and a challenge. The encounter with difference has  
the capacity to draw us out of ourselves, sometimes in ways that shock our 
accustomed ways of seeing and doing, and to see the face of the Church and the 
Assumption in a new light. Accordingly, it is not simply a matter of introducing  
our international brothers to our “space,” but together building communities  
rooted in mutual knowledge and shared understanding. This is the work of daily 
conversion to which we are called by our Assumptionist Rule of Life. It is, at the  
same time, a witness to hope in a world suffering from divisions of every kind.

Fr. Dennis Gallagher, Provincial Superior of the North American Province
Andrew Mercado,

Vocations Coordinator

thy kingdom come

Belonging to a family is 
the most basic element 
to understanding who 
we are as humans and as 
children of God. In that 
light today as an adult my 
life has become richer by 
belonging to the family 
of the Assumption. As 
a Lay Assumptionist, 
I work with my fellow 
brothers and sisters 
for the “coming of the 
Kingdom of God in 
us and around us.” I 
experience this sense of 
family as a member of 

St. Anne-St. Patrick Parish in Fiskdale, Massachusetts, 
and as part of the Provincial Tandem for the North 
American Province. Additionally, I have the honor of 
serving on the International Commission for the Lay-
Religious Alliance, a group representing all of the Lay 
Assumptionists throughout the world. In all of these 
experiences of family, one of the greatest blessings has 
been the opportunity to encounter and work alongside 
folks from diverse backgrounds and cultures. 

Being a Lay Assumptionist has given my life new 
meaning and direction. It has enriched my spiritual 
life and has broadened my world view. I am so blessed 
to be a part of this religious family!

We extend a warm invitation to you to join the 
Assumption family. 

Patricia Haggerty, Lay Assumptionist  
St. Anne-St. Patrick Parish, Fiskdale, MA
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I remember when a friend saw me in Rome speaking Italian. His reaction: “You’re a 
different person when you speak Italian!” That amused me, but it also confirmed my belief 
that opening oneself to a different culture, especially through its language, could really 
be transforming. As Superior General, I thought how poor we would be if the brothers 
from our different Provinces never met and talked and worked together. That led me to 
talk (and urge and argue and push) a great deal in view of interprovincial collaboration 
and open structures. Breaking down cultural barriers and prejudices is never easy work, 
for our cultures are things to be treasured and promoted. But gradually, to speak only of 
the Assumptionists in North America, we began to welcome, in a very systematic and 
intentional way, brothers from Europe, Africa, Latin America and Asia to our Province. All 
of that presents challenges, but our efforts are bearing fruit. 
Fr. Richard Lamoureux, A.A. – Superior of Emmanuel House, Worcester, MA

Like our founder, Fr. D’Alzon it has been my hope and prayer to live my religious 
vocation as an Assumptionist according to God’s will. A native of the Philippines, 
now missioned in Mexico, I was concerned initially about not speaking Spanish. 
But then I came to see many similarities between both cultures. I was challenged 
to expand my worldview in ministering to people from different backgrounds. 
I was well received by my Assumptionist brothers, Lay Assumptionists, by the 
people we serve, and this has brought me much happiness.
Bro. Rodel Cervantes, A.A. – Native of the Philippines,  
Member of Community in Tlilapan, Veracruz Mexico 

As a former superior and pastor of a diverse Assumptionist community serving 
our parish, we were challenged and inspired to embrace the international 
character of our religious order and the universality of the Church. As an 
example of such diversity, our community was a reflection of four different 
countries and four different native languages. In addition, we were challenged 
with four different understandings of church, clergy, politics, community, 
food, schedule, and mission which had to be understood through sharing 
and dialogue. An understanding of Church and Priesthood did not always seem to fit the 
immediate reality of the United States, especially of the Northeast. The very concept of church 
had to be redefined. Clinging to our own perceptions and habits caused misunderstandings, 
but because we shared the same vowed religious life, we were willing to make the effort. What 
clearly did unite us was our mission and our prayer life. I will always hold the memory of some 
members’ reactions when they saw snow for the first time and even more when they had to 
learn how to shovel that beautiful white stuff!!
Fr. Peter Precourt, A.A., Former Pastor and Superior of Saint Anne-Saint Patrick 
Community Fiskdale, MA

Once upon a time the famous Russian author Feodor Dostoyevsky wrote: “The Beauty 
will save the world!” It was in 2010 that I first set foot in the North American Province. It 
was there that I discovered delight, joy, the beauty and truth of communal life in Quebec 
City. Our presence there is dedicated to the Kingdom of God by spreading the Good 
News, or what we call “the New Evangelization.” Through our ministry at the Shrine 
of the Sacred Heart and our conversations and dialogue via our Centre of “Culture and 
Faith,” we find The Good News and Beauty of God’s truth and that of Human beings. 
Fr. Edouard Shatov, A.A. – Native of Russia, Member of Québec Community

Living in an international community can be challenging. As an 
older Assumptionist, I have to pay close attention to the different 
English accents that I hear on a daily basis, for our community is 
one of diverse backgrounds and cultures. It’s well worth the effort.
Nevertheless, they share different outlooks, concepts, ideas and 
points of view with great simplicity and acceptance of one another. 
They might speak forcefully, but never angrily. We’re all enriched 
by this diversity.
Fr. Roland Guilmain, A.A. – Member of the Assumptionist 
Center Community Brighton, MA

As an Assumptionist, I have lived in four different countries 
(Russia, France, Canada, and the US) and I am still learning how 
to live in an international community. It is a complex reality that 
requires humility and patience; openness and courage. I have 
learned the value of being humble and patient in accepting my 
own limitations within a new environment. I am always amazed by 
every new culture that I encounter, and yet amidst the transition 
between such cultures I remain open and courageous, so that  
I live beyond my own limitations. To live well in an international 
community is to accept this paradox.
Fr. Chi Ai Nguyen, A.A. – Native of Vietnam,  
Member of Emmanuel House Community, Worcester, MA

The Montmartre community in Québec welcomes Brothers 
from countries beyond Canada. With our Lay Assumptionists 
we have tried to integrate our brothers into our community. 
They face a multiple adaptation challenges: climate, language, 
culture, a secularized society and a different church reality. This 
on-going process necessitates patience, good will and humor. An 
enrichment for all.
It makes us aware and more critical of our own idiosyncrasies. 
Our common commitment to the mission makes this possible.
Fr. Marcel Poirier, A.A – Superior of Community  
in Québec, Canada

When I was first told of my new mission in the United States, I 
initially had mixed feelings but knew from this opportunity that 
I would gain a new experience. On the other hand, I was asking 
myself will people or my Assumptionist brothers understand 
my Kenyan accent? Adapting to a new accent and a new culture 
is always a challenge. Another challenge is our different lived experiences of the liturgy, its celebration and its 
intergenerational reality. I have found the rhythm of life here in the United States to be very fast. Despite all kinds 
of differences in culture, mentality, politics, socio-economic realities etc., as the Assumption family we follow the 
same Rule of Life, where in everybody feels at home.
Fr. Simon Njuguna, A.A. Native of Kenya, Current Superior & Formator for Pavel House, Brighton, MA

Fr. Peter Precourt, A.A.

Fr. Roland Guilmain, A.A. & Michelle Omiecki 

Bro. Rodel Cervantes, A.A. 

Fr’s Edouard, Marcel A.A., Lay Assumptionist 

Claude Lamontagne, and Fr.Chi Ai Nguyen, A.A.

Fr’s. Richard & Simon, A.A. along with  Sr. Marie Solange, R.A. in Nairobi, Kenya  

If we put attentiveness to and 
respect for the person before 
divergences of opinion and 
differences of background,  

then… our diversity will  
become an enrichment.

- Rule #8

WHO WILL BE THE 
FUTURE ASSUMPTIONISTS? 

There is a challenge for all us, both Lay and 
Religious: How can we as a Church re-discover and 
re-imagine our mission in cultivating “laborers 
for the Vineyard” or as the Assumptionists would 
say “partners for the Kingdom of God.” We are all 
called in unique ways to live out our baptismal 
calling, namely the universal call to holiness! 
The final document of the Synod on “Young People, 
The Faith and Vocational Discernment” puts it 
best, vocation involves “different ways of following 
Christ” and amidst this diversity of vocations it 
“expresses, each in its own way, the mission to bear 
witness to the event of Jesus.” 
We can all serve as vocation ministers as we seek 
to “awaken” each other’s hearts to live out God’s 
dream for our lives. Yet, the Gospels are clear, this 
is no easy task. 
At times our efforts can seem insignificant or 
useless, for like Simon Peter and the fishermen, it 
can feel like spending a whole night at sea without 
catching one fish. Yet Jesus tells us “put out into 
deep water and lower your nets for a catch” and 
like Simon Peter we respond “what’s the use, we’ve 
tried everything.” Yet, we do as Jesus says and we 
“lower the nets.” 
Who will be the future Assumptionists? 
I can safely say they are all around us! The Church 
needs MORE vocation ministers like You and me, 
those who are willing to listen and put their trust 
in the Holy Spirit, because after all God continues 
to call at HIS time and in HIS ways. 
Together, what can we do to help young people 
around us discover the mission of the Assumptionists 
and help them imagine their role within this family 
that is dedicated to the Kingdom of God? 
Andrew Mercado, Vocations Coordinator
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brothers and sisters 
for the “coming of the 
Kingdom of God in 
us and around us.” I 
experience this sense of 
family as a member of 

St. Anne-St. Patrick Parish in Fiskdale, Massachusetts, 
and as part of the Provincial Tandem for the North 
American Province. Additionally, I have the honor of 
serving on the International Commission for the Lay-
Religious Alliance, a group representing all of the Lay 
Assumptionists throughout the world. In all of these 
experiences of family, one of the greatest blessings has 
been the opportunity to encounter and work alongside 
folks from diverse backgrounds and cultures. 

Being a Lay Assumptionist has given my life new 
meaning and direction. It has enriched my spiritual 
life and has broadened my world view. I am so blessed 
to be a part of this religious family!

We extend a warm invitation to you to join the 
Assumption family. 

Patricia Haggerty, Lay Assumptionist  
St. Anne-St. Patrick Parish, Fiskdale, MA

LAY ASSUMPTIONISTS

Lay Assumptionist 

Patricia Haggerty

Lay Assumptionists from Brighton and Sturbridge, MA

Embracing
           GOD




