
Nobody is likely to accuse the
Assumptionists of being an overly homo-
geneous lot – it doesn’t take long to dis-
cover that religious community is not a
gathering of like-minded friends – but
one does often enough hear an appreci-
ation for the thoughfulness that charac-
terizes our approach to pastoral service.
I am persuaded that this is no accident,
but rather an expression of an enduring
dimension of Fr. d’Alzon’s gift to the
Church, who insisted on the doctrinal
character of all of our apostolic work
and who encouraged us to foster “edu-
cation in all of its forms.”

Around the region this particular trait is manifested as much, then, in the
homilies preached at St. Anne’s, the chaplaincies at Bentley and Babson,
and the Sunday discussion groups among our extended Assumptionist com-
munity in Brighton as it is in the classrooms at Assumption College. It is as
much a factor in Fr. Robert’s labor of translating, Fr. Norman’s wide and
deep reading, Brother Paul’s efforts to elucidate the wisdom of Benedict XVI,
as it is in the College’s brown bag lunch conversations on St. Augustine and
C.S. Lewis. Education in all its forms means just this - that in their prepa-
ration and execution all of our apostolic activities are informed by a desire to
“speak the truth in words that people can understand,” to use Fr. d’Alzon’s
characteristic words.

At a time when we find ourselves too often lost between the Scylla of rela-
tivism and the Charybdis of fundamentalism, this particular aspect of our
charism, which makes us ready, in the words of St. Peter, “to give reasons for
the hope that is in us,” has a particular relevancy and force. It is also a gift
in the service of unity, because the very effort to draw out the reasonable-
ness of what we believe helps to establish common ground with all those
who desire to understand and give voice to their spiritual yearnings. It is in
function of the very love for the Church to which we were called by our
founder that we are called to be bridge-builders in the midst of a fragment-
ed and divided world. Since education at its best is the “drawing out” of the
substance of our humanity, it is “in all of its forms” a source of abiding hope.

Please pray that this particular mark of the Assumption, manifested in the
lives of religious and lay associates alike, may continue to bear fruit in us and
around us.
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EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  IINN  AALLLL  IITTSS  FFOORRMMSS  by Dennis Gallagher, A.A.

EEDDIITTOORR’’SS  DDEESSKK
““CCeenntteerreedd  iinn  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  aanndd  
rreessppoonnssiivvee  ttoo  tthhee  nneeeeddss  ooff  tthhee  
ttiimmee,,  wwee,,  tthhee  AAssssuummppttiioonniissttss  iinn
tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  RReeggiioonn,,  aarree  mmeenn
ooff  pprraayyeerr  aanndd  ssttuuddyy  lliivviinngg  iinn
ffrraatteerrnnaall  ccoommmmuunniittyy..

CCoommmmiittttiinngg  oouurrsseellvveess  ttoo
ccoollllaabboorraattiivvee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  aanndd
ffoorrmmaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  wwee
tteeaacchh,,  pprreeaacchh  aanndd  ffoosstteerr
eedduuccaattiioonn  iinn  aallll  iittss  ffoorrmmss..
IImmppeelllleedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssppiirriitt  ooff  tthhee

ffoouunnddeerr,,  ““wwee  ggoo  wwhheerreevveerr  GGoodd  iiss
tthhrreeaatteenneedd  iinn  mmaann  aanndd  mmaann  iiss
tthhrreeaatteenneedd  aass  iimmaaggee  ooff  GGoodd..””

(Rule of Life 4)

We are committed, then, to a mission of forming
and training strong believing leaders for our
Church and for our world.

We believe that, like so many of us and our friends,
you have benefited from this mission over the
years and that you have been guided by the same
goal in your families and in your lives and work.

So, we recently asked some of you to share with us
some of your thoughts about how you have been
affected by this Assumptionist mission of “educa-
tion in all its forms” and how you carry out this
same mission in your life?

In this edition, we want to share some of the
responses we received and posted on our bulletin
board.  Let us know what you think.

And we’re also proud to tell you that the
Assumptionist Center in Brighton is alive and grow-
ing.  With six new graduate student residents, our
extended community now numbers more than thir-
ty!  Come visit us some time.

And don’t forget to check out our website at
www.assumpt ion .us .

If there is anything that you would like to share
with our team, please do not hesitate to contact us
by e-mail at:  news let te r@assumpt io .o rg .

Father Dennis Gallagher, A.A.



WWHHAATT’’SS  NNEEWW  AATT  TTHHEE  AASSSSUUMMPPTTIIOONNIISSTT  CCEENNTTEERR  IINN  BBRRIIGGHHTTOONN??

TTHHEE  AASSSSUUMMPPTTIIOONNIISSTTSS
AAUUGGUUSSTTIINNIIAANNSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  AASSSSUUMMPPTTIIOONN
333300  MMaarrkkeett  SSttrreeeett
BBrriigghhttoonn,,  MMAA  0022113355

:: Six new residents,
:: New staff members,
:: Monthly “Conversations at the Center” 

:: Bishops Robert F. Hennessey and John P. Boles visit our Center. 



t h e  a s s u m p t i o n i s t . . .
BULLETIN BOARD

There are many responsibilities that the
Assumptionists face while implementing their
mission of forming and training strong religious
and lay leaders for our Church and the world. In
his article, Father Dennis asks for your prayers
for that specific aspect of the Assumptionists’
mission; please keep in mind that this mission
needs financial support as well, that especially
now cannot be omitted. 

The Assumptionists rely on the generosity of our
good friends and donors like you. Without your
continued support, the Assumptionists would
not be able to continue their efforts at 
extending the Kingdom of God. It really takes
every individual’s involvement, however small it
might have to be, to help turn this educational
goal into a reality through daily actions.
Please take a moment now to prayerfully reflect
upon God’s many blessings in your life and 
consider a donation to help allow this educa-
tional dimension of the Assumptionists’ 
mission to bear fruit in us and around us.

Once again, the Assumptionists thank you  for
the support and friendship you have shown us
in the past. Please let us hear from you soon.
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From the very beginning, our apostolate has
taken on various forms, in particular: teaching
understood in the broadest sense of the word,

study, communications media, pilgrimages, 
ecumenism, parish ministry, 

organizations for the lay apostolate, social work,
service to the younger Churches....

In response to Assumption's distinctive vocation,
we must never cease to keep ourselves 
available and ready to do new things.

Rule of Life, #18



Jesus Christ known by us is
the knowledge which we
want above all to
communicate first, by
preaching. ... Our second
means is education,
teaching. If someone asks
us what education means
for us, we reply that
education is the formation
of Jesus Christ in souls,
just as teaching is the
enlightenment of souls by
the splendor of Jesus
Christ. ... Our works are all

those by which people can be raised up again, and
instructed, and learn about leading a good life, and herby
democracy itself can be made Christian. [quoted in
Emmanuel d’Alzon: To Educators at Assumption – Some
Writing of Emmanuel d’Alzon on Education, 36-38]

Some apostolic activities are
closer to the heart of our
mission than others and might
more appropriately be called
“Assumptionist works” ...
education and teaching, related
to Fr. d’Alzon’s emphasis on
study and on providing citizens
with a solid basis that will
enable them to act intelligently
in society. (16)
Our mission can be pursued in today’s world in a variety of
ways:

:::: by a kind of preaching  that is solidly Scriptural, 
faithful to the Church’s teaching..., intellectually 
rich, attentive to the questions and needs of 
the faithful, and addresses to them in a language
and in a spirit that will touch their hearts and 
lead them to conversion; 

:::: by journalism and other media that put us in 
contact with a wide audience... and obliges us to 
witness to faith in simple and often indirect 
ways;... 

:::: by education which engages us in the pursuit of 
understanding ...  Education in broad terms...: in 
schools at all levels, in a variety of disciplines..., 
in education programs in special contexts (a 
parish, a social agency...) and for special groups 
(immigrants, adult learners,...) 

:::: by youth ministry, a special effort to make the 
Gospel accessible to young people today. (36-37)

CCLLOOSSIINNGG  AADDDDRREESSSS  TTOO  TTHHEE  GGEENNEERRAALL  CCHHAAPPTTEERR  OOFF
11886688  bbyy  FFaatthheerr  EEmmmmaannuueell  dd’’AAllzzoonn,,  AA..AA..

Fr. Emmanuel d’Alzon, A.A.

‘‘CCOOMMEE  TTOO  SSEEEE  TTHHIISS  MMAANN......’’  TThhee  MMiissssiioonn  FFoorr  TThhee
KKiinnggddoomm  --  LLeetttteerr  77  ooff  tthhee  SSuuppeerriioorr  GGeenneerraall,,  RRiicchhaarrdd
LLaammoouurreeuuxx,,  AA..AA..,,  22000033

Fr. Richard Lamoureux, A.A.




